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ccoleriiLtLE  r*  September  6  was  warm  and  dry,  althouf^h  showers  and 

nroerress  urtil  hCedT^^fh  days-  All  farm  work  made  rapid 

u  •  "  p-’lwed  by  tJae  rains,  at  which  time  harvesting  of  snail  trains  and 

S  of  nearly  finished  witn  threshin,  .eneralV  In  Seas^whe"  "ed- 

Pofted  fefeJLfil  lall  plowing  has  started,  the  rains  were  generallyre- 

t:on  Cor-  delayed  and  rastures  are  showing  further  deteriora- 

ro"fhwes?er;  ^^^^nt  hot  weather.  In 

v-’hotc'  ^  however,  such  weather  was  unfavorable  for  aunles,  following 

!:ur:  ^  -  .o;t  sec?Snf 

^•t.jck  report-d  in  ai?  ohcellent  condition,  With  aimle  feed  for  live- 

littiP  m"  u  f  oXb^ert  tne  extreme  northwestern  counties,  there  has  been 

little  market  movement  to  date.  uas  oten 

cm.,,.  Harvesting  of  spring  grains  has  progressed  raridly  in  all  sections  of  the 

LiStatn  vollT  ™-lWcd  skcopt  in  some  centrll,  northern  ^rhiE^ 

li^ht  in  north'oqs^p  Reported  yields  and  test  weigljts  continue  to  ran  very 

hTrl  0?  ?°e  sE:  P islE"  .^-erslly  poor  throughout  the  eastern 

years.  TheAv:m:;t  of  LT  ;ps“o?  bitlmin:"""!"'"  .”'”1 

rlr'vator  ^acilitipct  crops  oi  both  .vinter  and  suring  wheat  has  taxed 

-till^to  b?  n  localities  with  tne  peak  of  tne  harvest  movement 

reetL  th  t  !  However,  due  to  Ion  prices  and  government  loans  it  U  ep- 

winter  ghinr“orfEea%°fd‘''t h''®’'"  fsi-'llss-  Seeding  of 

trn™!  -ontmues  witn  moisture  conditions  ouite  favorable,  except  in  Vx 

iLTirmiS:"”  =  HaWntis^noT 

of  fair°*o*^-ood"^viei*A'^'^n'^^  purple  top,  potatoes  generally  are  showing  promise 

EitiLTS  har^e:  o'f  oouth-eentral 

hi -X  io  in  A-+-  ^  '  for  -ige  IS  underway  in  the  eastern  sections. 

f  few  wefte;^°ffcif^,ierbf^w^  Richland  County  by  grasshoppers  and  in 

o.mong  horses  has  decreased.  Other  livestock  are  in  -x- 

in  am  recent  better  weights  than 

will  del'^v  w  /  f-’  A-band.-nce  oi  feed,  enabling  livestock  to  make  continued  gains 

much  sm:arier\ercenfage'tf  bfLd?n'’"'r"’f  shipments  will  contain  a 

the  Past  four  seasons!  "  compared  with  the  drouth  movements  of 
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Possible  Week 

*  0.^9 

*  0.05 

*  0.20 

*  0.68 

*  0.37 

*  0.27 

*  0.37 

86  0.58 

73  0.36 

86  0.10 

*  0.09 

Ah 

66  0.08 

70  0.03 

*  o.i4 

*  0 .14 

_  0.29 


Total  Precipitation 
.From  April  For  Corresponding 

1st  to  date  Period  in  1937 

aTp 


13.45 
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10.80 

8.36 

8.22 

11.52 

10.75# 

11.13 

4.98# 

12.69 

10.15 

7.75 

7.88 

10.47# 

13.95 

10.19 


#  Corrected  to  agree  witn  August  total 
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The  follov/ing  sum.naries  of  crop  coxidi.tions  for  the.  week  ending  September  3»  1938  : 
are  furnished  through  the  courtesy  of  Director  J.  C.  Tr-ylcr,  Montana  State 
Extension  Service.  '' 

BEAVERHEAD :  Light  to  heavy  rains  in  different  sections,  temrei'f-tures  war.mer. 

Harvesting  of  grad*;  and  pea  crors  continuing  with  good  yields. 
Harvesting  second  croh  of  alfa.lia  stai’ted.  LamDs  still  inactive,  no  inquiries  for 
for  yej  rlings  to  date,  fev/  new  cases  of  sleeping  sickness  in  horses. 

BIG  EOHII:  Scattered  sliowors  dn  Thursda.y,  Ptherwise  v/arm  ciid  dry  weather  urevailed. 

Harvest  ihg  of  both  winter  and  soring  whea  t  practically  ccmoleted,  sqrne 
ti'.reshing  of  irrigated  gm  in  yet  to  be  done.  Solendid  growing  conditions  for  irri¬ 
gated  crops  such  as  sugar  beets,  corn  and  oepns,  all  of  v/hich  ai’e  making  srlendid 
urogress.  Potato  crop  badhv  ;  f fc.ct  : d  v'.itL  ourrle  top  which  will  reduce  production 
materially.  Feed  crops,  such  as  cane,  sudan  and  other  annual  crops  are  being  cut. 
Pange  in  sulendid  condition,  grass  i’ioeni..£-,  and  cattle  making  good  gains.  Several 
carloads  of  cattle  shipped  out  during-  week.  Sleeping  sickness  still  prevailing 
among  horses  of  co'ahty.  Labor  ample.  Cricket  control  ■’work  closing  down. 

3LAI NE :  ITo  precipitation,  cle;  r  sunshiny  days  and  normal  temreratures.  Harvesting 
of  snail  grains  on  drv  land  aoout  98^  coraoleted.  Second,  cutting  alfalfa 
well  under  way.  Sugar  beets  showing  excellent  growth.  Migra.torv  ■grasshopi.''e,rs  now 
in  all  parts  of  county  in  sufficient  n-umbers  to  cause  concer'n  for  1939  crop.  Live¬ 
stock  in  good  condi-cion,  no  movement  't'o  .market  as  yet. 

CAFE  ON;  Temperatures  in  Fed  Lodge  area,  ranged  from  46°  to  S2°  with  rains  reported 
over  most  of  couxity  end  of  'week.  Beaui  cutting  peing  co.mpleted  in.  Clarks 
Fork  Valley  area.  Beets  in  "good  condition  as  a  whole.  Grain  threshing  near  ' 
comrleti-on,  many  grain  fields  report  40'  to  ^0  bushels  to  the  acre  in  dryland 
sections.  Second  cutting  of  hac/  being  comrleted  in  Fed  Lodge  ^’iid  Luther  area.  Feed 
s'i-’raying  in  progress.  Livestock  cohdi-cion  good,  sleering  sickness  still  prevailing, 

CASCADE’:  Frecipitatio-xi  l.o4  inches/in  Augu.st,  brings .  county  total  for  year  so 

far  to  12.23  inches.  ’  EeV;  scaktered  shov/ers  fore  part  of  week  continued 
to  delay  harvest.  La.tter  part  of  week  clear  with  warm  sunnv  days  and  cool  nights. 
Yields  of  winter  wheat  continue  t.o  aiverage  oetwee.n  30-40  bushels  per  acre,  v/ith 
some  few  s-Dotted  areas  re-oorting  as  high  as  p-O-bushels.  Spring  v/heal  ^piplds 
disappoihting.  Crops  on  irrigamec.  land  in  excellent .  condition  and  indicahions 
are  for  good  yields  on  all  crops  axceptin.g  potatoes.,  Xjivestock.  in  excellent 
condition  v;ith  exception  of  horses  although  sleepinl:'  sickness  outbreak 'has  sub¬ 
sided  somewhat  with  advent  of  cooler  weather.  Labor  a.bo'at  normal. 

CHOUTEAU:  Clear,  .-still  .we:ather  has  prevailed.  Winter  wheat  harvest  virtually 

.  completed, ''25^  of' spring  .who  £  t  combinirig  incomplete.  Iiluch  of  wheat 

harvested  remc.ins  in  possession  of  farmers.  Much  remains  on  the  farm.  Seeding 

of  winter  v/heat  Degxux  .in  Waltham  and  Highwood  a.reaS.  Livestock  and  latDor 
situations  unchanged.  Cricket  control  work  conroleted. 

CUSTEF  -  P0;YDSF  FIVEF:_  .First  .of  -.’eek  warm,  declining  temperatures  latter  part* 

Light  showe.r-  in  south  co-ontry.  He.rve3t  of'  all  ^grain 
and  hay  crops  finished,  3om,e  dry  land,  corn  being  cut  fpr  fodder'  with  yields  ^ 
only  fair.  Water  in'  Tongue  Fiver  low',  but,,  sufficient,  for  sugatr  beets  and  other 
late  irrigation  crops.  Cattle  moving.  , to,  aia.rke,t  with  welgh-ts-  mostly,  above  aver¬ 
age.  Some  trading  in' lambs  but  no  deliveries  to  date.'  tEeed  and  water  still 
plentiful  on  ranges.  Winter  -oastures  excellent, 

DANIELS:  No  precipita-cion.  Weather  .generally  v/armer  thaji  week' previous  enabl¬ 
ing  some  of  tne,  1  ate  .feed,  crops  end  c.orn  field.5  to^  mature.  Comoining 
practica,lly  completed,  . Severe.l ■  f ields  will  r e.main  unharvested  due  to  rust  and 
hoprers.  Wheat  averaging  from  3. •to  7  bushels  per  acre.  Grasshopper  survey  in¬ 
dicates  3  to  5  adult  hoppers  per  square  yard  over  entire  county.  Indications 
are  1  or  heaV''-  egg  de-posit.  Livestock  remains  in  good  condition -v/ith  sufficient 
feeo.  being  put  up  for  v/intef.  Nearly  all  far.ners  will  need-  employment  to’  carry 
them  through  the  winter.  Marr*  far-oers  .he.retof  ore  independent  now,  seeking  i-rovern- 
ment  relief  Jobs,  '  ,  , 

FgU^ON:  Weather  ‘seasonal.  No  ciyinge  In  cror  conditions.  Grass  drying  and 
st'ocK  doin,;_.  'well.  Sleeping  sickness  in  horses  a.bating,  .■ 

EALL0N_-  CAP 'TER:  Fair  growin,g^, conditions-.  No  chan.ge  from  pest.  week.  Harvest 
cll  complefed.  .Vinter  v.'heat  seeding,  -plans  being' .ma'de  ,  ■  condi¬ 
tion  for  winter  wheat  seedin.r  poor.  Livestock  in  fair  condition. 

(Cont’d  on  Page  2.) 


Coonty  Suinmar ies  of  crop  condit ions  for  the  week  ending  September  3,  IbSg  -  page  2. 

xZrtGUS :  Ideal  harvesting  weather,  hot  and  dry  during  week.  Combining  probably 

75^  completed.  Thresning  of  shocked  grain  well  under  way.  Most  grain 
grading  No.  1.  Lore  grain  shocked  tnis  year,  thus  adding  much  stra.w  to  feed  re¬ 
serves.  Very  little  stock  shipped.  A.11  stock  in  excellent  condition,  feed  and 
water  ample.  777  Cron  Insura.nce  applications  nave  been  filed  to  date.  Consider¬ 
able  wheat  in  cron  leans.  First  ones  now  in  process  of  completion  in  county  office 

G^'LA-TIN ;  Sligeitly  cooler,  somo.wnat  windy,  partly  cloudy,  no  precipitation.  Com¬ 
bining  winter  wheat  practically  complete,  and  well  along  on  spring  wheat 
Threshing  of  both  spring  and  winter  wheat  continues.  Seeding  of  winter  wheat  well 
under  ^7ay. 

GAHT  lELS  -  FSTROLEin-.i :  V/eetner  continues  seasonal.  No  precipitation.  Very  warm 

days,  cool  nights.  Threshing  continues.  Combining  prac- 
tica.lly  corrrplete.  Yield  same  as  previously  reported.  Corn  maturing  slowly.  Other 
crop  ■  conditions  unchanged.  Fev/  reports  of  sheep  and  cattle  exchanging  hands  within 
the  area  are  reported.  Very  little  movement  to  market.  Sleeping  sickness  in 
iierses  still  reported  but  apparently  is  subsiding. 

(rLAGIER:  No  precipitation.  Days  quite  w'arm.  No  reports  received  of  low  tem¬ 
peratures  except  in  higher  v/estern  portion  of  coanty.  Warm  dry  weather 
idqal  for  grain.  Crops  maturing  rapidly  but  there  is  still  slight  dange  of  frost 
damage.  Crops  vary  in  yields  from  15  to  45  bushels.  Grain  generally  of  good 
grade,  protein  generally  low.  Some  second  crop  alfalfa  being  baled  and.  some  not 
yet  cut.  Mustard  crop  being  harvested  or  about  to  be  harvested  with  -fair  yields 
reported.  Prairies  quite  .dry  .and  fire  hazard.s  prevail.  Reports  received  during 
week  of  infestations  of  black  crickets  throughout  eastern  portion  of  county.  Stock 
in  excellent  shape  witn  few  nead  being  snipped  out  to  be  renlaced  with  purebreds. 

H  ILL :  No  precipitation.  Ideal  harvest  weather.  Consider.a.ble  amount  of  grain  cut 
with  binders  and  headed,  so  'it  will  be  some  time  before  threshing  is  com¬ 
pleted.  Still  some  wheat  to  be  combined  in  western  and  northwestern  part  of  county 
Nodamage  reported  from  insects.  Ranges  in  good  condition.  Livestock  in  excellent 
condition.  Labor  balanced. 

JilDITH  BASIN:  No  precipitation.  Temper, atures  hign  during  day  and  modercate  at 

night.  Vfind  moderate.  No  frosts  as  yet.  Some  winter  wheat  still 
to  oe  ha,rvested  and  most  of  spring  grains  h,ave  not  been  threshed,  yields  excellent 
'Livestock  in  excellent  condition  with  feed  plentiful.  Sufficie'ut  hay  on  hand  for 
\7inter  feed  with  more  to  be  nut  un.  Labor  balanced. 

LAJCE :  No  precipitation,  pot  days,  cool  nights.  Grain  harvesting  nearly  complete. 

Harvesting  of  red  clover  a,nd  alfalfa  for  se'-'^d  in  full  swing,  pastures  nett¬ 
ing  short.  Grasshoppers  and  crickets  laying  eggs  with  indications  for  heavy  in¬ 
festation  in  1939*  Livestock  in  good  condition. 

LE'.YIS  I:  CLARK  -  BROAD;/ATER :  RelatiA^ely  warm  weather  with  go ''d  maturing  and  har¬ 
vesting  conditions.  Cron  conditions  generally  good, 
pot.itoes  during  all  of  season  ha.ve  greun  a,nd  matured  slowly.  Considerable  thresh¬ 
ing  being  done.  Combining  of  winter  wheat  well  along  to  comnletion.  All  haying 
almost  completed  with  second  crop  of  alfal.fa  about  half  in  stack.  Sugar  beets  pro¬ 
gressing  satisfactorily  with  harvesting  due  to  start  last  of  Sentember.  Sleeping 
sickness  in  horses  seems  tr'.  be  lessening  somewhat  althougn  there  are  still  several 
cases  in  botn  counties.  Otner  stock  in  usual  good  condition.  Grasshoppers 
scattered  over  co'unties,  but  no  appreciable  damage  being  done'. 

MADISON  -  JEFFERSON:  Days  very  warm,  nights  cool.  Showers  Wednesday  night. 

Growing  conditions  good.  Threshing  about  ha.lf  finished. 

Grain  production  about  normal,  pea  production  lower  than  expected.  Second  cutting 
of  alfalfa  hay  well  under  way.  Pastures  in  excellent  condition.  Sleeping  sick¬ 
ness  still  prevalent  in- both  counties.  Loss  heavy.  Cattle  in  good  condition. 

MEAGHER:  No  precipitation.  Weather  warmer  than  week  previous.  Erov/ing  season 

about  ended.  Grain  ripened  well  past  week.  Good  progress  on  harvesting 
and  threshing.  Second  cutting  alfalfa  being  stacked  with  fair  to  good  yield  re¬ 
ported.  Range  feed  about  cured,  in  very  good  condition.  Livestock  condition 
excellent,  excepting  some  sheepmen  report  range  feed  too  coarse  for  lambs.  Country 
buying  activity  resumed  in  botn  cattle  and  lambs.  Mixed  lambs  at  about  7  cents. 

No  excess  supply  of  labor. 

mis  SOUL  A :  Seasonal  weather,  w'arm,  bright,  with  light  shov/ers.  Small  grain  har¬ 
vest  practically  ccrnnleted.  Threshing  still  in  progress  but  nearing 
conioleticn.  Grain  yields  e-enerally  good.  Some  haying  in  progress.  S'ugar  beets 
and  potatoes  doing  well.  Early  apples  coming  on  m.arket.  Higher  ranges  generally 
infair  to  geed  condition.  Lower  ranges  and  pastures  dry.  Cattle  generally  in 
good  condition. 

MUSSELSHELL  -  GOLDEN  VALLEY:  No  rain,  cool  mornings  and  evenings.  Harvest 

operations  nearing  completion.  Much  grain  net 
(Cont'd  on  Page  30 
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threshed  due  to  few  ^rain  separa.tors  in  operation.  No  winter  wheat  seeded  yet, 
but  will  start  soon.  Livestock  in  good  condition.  Plenty  of  feed  to  care  for 
stock  through  winter. 

P/lRK;  Generallycorl  weather  for  season,  maturing  grain  and  gra.ss  rapidly,  pind- 
ing,  combining  and  thresning  under  way  in  all  parts  of  county  with  good 
yields  reported,  pota’to  crop  below  normal.  Vifinter  wheat  seeding  under  v/ay  with 
earliest  of  it  up.  Livestock  in  excellent  condition,  with  few  shipments  to  market. 
Betw^een  3  to  400  cases  of  sleeping  sickness  in  horses  in  county.  Plenty  of  labor 
for  harvest  and  haying.  Grasshoppers  damaging  early  seeded  winter  wheat.  Some 
poisoning  attempted.  '  .  ,  -  ^ 

PH  ILL  IPS :  No  precipitation.'  Ideal  weather  for  harvesting.  No  frost,  reported  to 
date.  Grain  riarvost  practically  complete  with  exception  of  some 
shocked  grain  being  threshed.'  Yields  vary  from  3  to  30  bushels  according  to 
reports,  also  wide  variations  in  test  weight.  A.bout  average  sugar  beet  crop  in 
prospect ..  Large  supply  of  both  alfalfa  and  bluejoint  jay.  Corn  being  damaged 
by  grasshoppers.  Extremely  light  alfpolfa  seed  crop.  Crested  whea.tgrass  seed 
good  on  acreage  harvested.  Grasshopper  infestation  general.  Range  and  livestock 
j.n  excellent  condition.  Some  demand  for  feeder  lambs.  Demand  for  cattle  for 
restocking.  Labor  balanced. 

PONDERA.:  •  Bright  and  hot  most  of  we'^ek.  Cool  breezes  Saturda.y.,  Heavy  dews  in 

mornings.  Returns  from  summer  fallow  on  Ledger  Bench  indicate  about  a 
35  bushel  average.  In  Brady  region  wheat  from  summer  fallow  indicates  return  of 
from  32  or  33  husnels  to  as  high  as  U5,  this  carrying  between  lU.p  and  15*5^  pro¬ 
tein  and  testing  from  57  to  bl  7^ounds.  Comoine  harvesting  v/ell  along,  but. con¬ 
siderable  grain  is  in  the  shook  and  will  reouire  at  least  three  weeks  of  thresh¬ 
ing.  Mustard  yields  ranging  from  gOG’  to  1,100  pounds  per  acre.  Yields  of  horn 
barley  on  dry  land  running  'jG  to  gO  bushels.  No  reports  on  Trebil.  No  report 
on  oa.ts.  Crested  V/heatrrass  in  rows  Up  inch  spacings,  4  year  old  stand,  running 
cabout  400  pounds,  e'f  green  seed.  Broadcast  fields  net  averaging  as  high.  Grass 
is  maturing:  and  there  will  be  an  abundance  of  winter  fe-d.  Lambs  practically  all 
contracted  for  at  about  64-  cents  and  some  holding  for  7  cents.  Wool  all  sold 
ranging  in  price  from  I7  cents  to  20  cents. 

PB.A.IRIE :  Nc  precipitation.  Growing  conditions  satisfactory  for  ripening  crops. 

Harvest  nearly  completed.  Yields  net  up,  to  expectations  due  to  grass¬ 
hoppers,  and  rust  damage.  Ranchers  obtaining  western  uvheatgrass  hay,  v/hich  is 
reported  best  in  yearb.'  Livestock  in  good  condition.  Qae  operate r.  reports 
losing.  4  horses  cut  of  7  cv.cied  from  sleeping,  sickness. 

RICHLAND:  Good  growing  weather  for  corn  throughout  week,  with  no  precipitation. 

Corn  has  began  to'  mature  quite  rapidl.y  and  many  growers  now  cutting 
.corn  and  filling  trench  silos.  Large  numoer  of  new  trench  silos  constructed, 
particularly  in  irrigated  valley,*  this  year.  Harvesting  of  small  grains  still 
in  progress  in  dry  land  area  although  practically  all  grain  has  been  cut  with 
low  yields  as  previously  reported  ranging  around  5  or  6  bushels.  Most  growers 
conriDleting  putting  up  second  catting  alfalfa  hay.  No  marketing  of  livestock  in 
county  to  date.  Some  demand  for  f  eeder  pigs.  Surplus  of  labor. 

ROOSEVELT :  Weather  warmer,  no  precipitation.  Favorable  for  maturing  corn  and 
threshing,  threshing  about  finished  in  most  cases.  Later  wheat 
threshed  light  in  weight  and  poor  in  yield  mainly  due  to  damage  from  rust.  County 
average  yield  of  spring  wheat  estimated  at  not  over  6  bushels.  Some  harvesting 
of  corn  and  cane,  though  most  corn  being  left  to  mature  further.  Yields  of  all 
feed  crops  heavy,  except  where  severely  damaged  by  grasshoppers.  Some  demand 
for  winter  wheat  seed.  No  change  in  livestock  situation. 

ROSEBUD:  Weather  normal  for  season.  Wights  cool  but  no  frost  reported.  Harvest¬ 
ing  completed.  Corn  and  truck  crops  late.  Winter  wheat  seeding  gett¬ 
ing  under  way.  Light  crop  of  alfalfa  seed  being  harvested.  Sleeping  sickness 
subsiding.  Epidemic  of  swine  influenza  is  in  Treasure  county. 

S ANDERS :  No  precipitation.  Clear,  hot  and  very  dry.  Growing  conditions  poor. 

Irrigp.tion  v/ater  very  low.  Crops  well  advanced.  Second  cutting  hay  in 
stack.  Some  alover  seed  threshed  with  good  yield.  A.lfalfa  seed  harvest  just 
starting  with  evidence  of  good  yields.  Livestoak  in  good  condition.  Heavy 
marketing  of  fat  lambs.  Some  marketing  of  grass  fat  cattle  starting. 

SHERIDAN :  No  precipitation,  weather  continues  w.arm.  Threshing  operations  nearing 

completion.  Yields  disappointing  in  most  areas.  No  change  in  live¬ 
stock  or  labor  situation. 

S'WEET GRASS ;  Weather  ideal  for  maturing  late  spring  grains  and  second  cutting 
alfalfa.  No  precipitation.  All  grains  except  late  spring  grains 
are  in  shock,  'threshing  under  way  throughout  county.  Heavy  yields  reported. 


( Cont '  d  on  Page  4. ) 
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Some  danger  of  late  grains  oeing  frosted,  as  slight  or  near  frosts  are  evident. 
Livestock  in  excellent  condition.  Labor  situation  -oichanged. 

TZT 0I~ :  Ideal  harvesting  weather.  7Jhea.t  harvest  nrogressing  in  fine  shape,  nrac- 

tically  completed  east  of  Dutton  and  about  ^Cfo  comnleted  in  central  nart 
of  county,  just  well  started  in  Choteau-Farraington-pendroy  area.  Yields  in 
central  and  Farmington-Pcndroy  areas  running  considerably  better  thaui  rest  of 
county.  Spring  wheat  yields  running  25  to  4o  bushels.  In  Farming! on-Pendroy 
area  several  fields  of  winter  wheat  yielded  excentionally • high,  5O-6O  bushels. 

Most  farmers  not  selling  wheat.  All  available  farm  storage  will  be  filled  to 
capacity  and  oalance  will  be  shipped.  Sleeping  sickness  in  horses  apnarently 
subsiding.  Some  sick  cattle  being  watched  for  sleeping  sickness  sym-ntons. 

Most  cattle  in  southern  part  of  county  vaccinated  for  hemorrhagic  senticimiai 

TOOLE ;  Weather  warm  entire  week.  Che  hail  storm  northeast  of  Shelby,  but  only 
200  acres  severely  damaged.  Harvesting  nrogressing  very  rapidly,  about 
6'0^  done.  Yields  good  throughout  entire  county,  annears  that  aver:='ge  yield  will 
D3  around  25  bushels.  All  livestock  in  excellent  condition.  Feed  supplies 
sufficient  for  two  years  due  to  bountiful  yields.  In  many  instances  sufficient 
wild  hay  has  been  put  up  to  last  at  least  two  years. 

VALLEY ;  Clear,  calm  and  hot,  no  nrec initation *  Harvesting  of  small  grains 

practically  completed.  Seets  fair  to  good,  expect  to  start  harvesting 
middle  of  September.  Livestock  in  good  condition.  No  labor  needed.  Grass¬ 
hoppers  dying  off.  '  • 

WHEATLAND:  No  precipitation.  Days  hot  and  clear,  cool  nights.  Harvesting  of 
spring  wheat  in' full  swing.  Sleening  sickness  in  horses  subsided 
to  certain  extent  v/ith  no  loss  renorted  tnis  week. 

WIBAUX :  Very  hot,  no  precipitation.  Threshing  about  completed.  Yields  very 
disappointing.  I5  applications  for  cron  insurance  on  winter  wheat  up 
to  September  1st.  Interest  in  wheat  loans  increasing.  Indications  are  for  some 
increase  in  seeding  of  winter  wheat.  Sleeping  sickness  decreasing.  Loss  of 
about  100  horses  in  Wibaux  County.  Corn  and  millet  improved  some  since  recent 
rains.  Livestock  in  very  good  condition.  Sheep  d.o  ing  well  on- wheat  fields. 

Up  to  10  or  15  bushels  of  wheat  per  acre  laying  on  the  ground  in  some  fields. 

YELLOWSTONE:  Precipitation  .  lU  inch.  Warm' weather,  cool  nights,  with  fe-'/  local 
showers.  Threshing  of  spring  grains  -practically  completed.  Bean 
harvest  well  \mder  way  in  most  parts  of  county.  Some  winter  wheat  being  seeded. 
Beets  continue  to  lock  good  with  excellent  growing  conditions  and  relatively 
small  amcunt  of  disease  present.  Livestock  in  good  condition  with  excellent 
range  prevailing. 


Jay  G.  Diamond,  Sr.  Agr.  Statistician. 
T.  J.  Kuzelka,  Jr.  Agn.  Statistician. 


Helena,  Montana 
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UI-JITED  STATES  DEPARTMEIiT  OF  AORICULTURS 
Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics- — Woathor  Bureau 


REFOET  OF  WEATHER  AND  CROP  GOT^ITICHSJM  MONTANA 

For  ths  Y/eek  Endiag  Tuesday,  Septeuiber  13, 1930. 


Issued  joinfly  by  iho  Durseu  of  /Agricultural  Economics  and  iho  E/eafher  Bureaum 
CHiqqss  fodoraf  Gffico  Building,  Hoiona,  Montana, 


'with  the  exce'ntion  of  southcentral,  southeastern  and  parts  of  central 
’iontana,  most  of  the  State  received  moderate  to  heavy  showers  during  the  first  half 
of  the  week  ending  September  13th.  A.lmost  an  inch  fell  in  the  Flathead  Valley 
where  it  greatly  improved  soils  for  fall  plowing  and  seeding.  In  the  Milk  River 
Valley  amounts  ranged  from  one  to  two  inches  with  amounts  upwards  of  an  inch  re- 
norted  in  northcentral  and  northeastern  Montana.  The  showers  were  light  in  the 
Gallatin  and  upper  Yellowstone  Valleys,  and  in  parts  of  southeastern  Montana  and 
central  Montana.  Hail  accompanied  the  showers  in  northcentral  and  eastern  Montana 
where  damage  to  unharvested  crops  was  reported  from  scattered  localities.  The 
first  part  of  the  week  was  quite  cool  and  the  latter  part  sunshiny  and  warm.  No 
killing  frosts  have  as  yet  occurred. 


Harvesting  and  threshing  continued  with  but  little  interruption  in  the 
Gallatin  Valley,  the  southern  half  of  the  central  counties  and  in  the  southern  tier 
of  counties.  Over  the  northern  half  of  the  State,  these  operations  were  delayed 
by  the  rains  but  were  resumed  during  the  closing  days  of  the  week.  Good  to  ex¬ 
cellent  yields  of  grain  are  reported  from  the  later  harvesting  areas  in  central, 
southcentral  and  southwestern  co'unties.  Haying  operations  are  now  largely  com¬ 
pleted  except  for  third  crops  of  alfalfa  and  some  late  wild  hay  cuttings.  Harvest 
of  beans  lies  progressed  rapidly  with  important  Carbon  County  re^’iorting  yields  as 
high  as  2C  bags  per  acre  on  irrigated  land.  Sugar  beets  ar^  making  rapid  d^^velop- 
ment  in  'the  Milk  River  Valley  and  are  reported  as  being  about  two  week  from  har¬ 
vest  in  the  upper  Yellowstone-  valley.  Corn  harvest  for  forage  and  fodder  continups 
in  the  eastern  counties.  Some  early  potatoes  have  been  dug  but  the  bulk  of  the 
late  crop  is  still  growing  in  the  absence  of  any  killing  frosts  to  date. 

Tifinter  wheat  seeding  continues  in  northcentral,  central  and  southcentral, 
and  southeastern  counties  vihere  soil  conditions  have  been  generally  favorable  as  a 
result  of  the  growing  season's  rainfall.  In  extreme  northwestern  Montana  the 
recent  rains  were  highly  beneficial  for  fall  seeding  and  plowing. 

Prospects  for  fall  grass  have  improved  as  a  result  of  the  rains  over  the 
greater  part  of  the  State.  Condition  of  both  cattle  and  sheep  continue  to  be 
reported  as  excellent.'  Market  movements  are  not  expected  to  get  generally  under¬ 
way  until  v/ell  along  toward  the  end  of  the  month,  although  some  early  shipments 
of  both  cattle  and  sheep  have  occurred.  Sleeping  sickness  among  horses  continues 
to  decrease. 


TWiP_EnATURE  AND  P-RSC IPIT AT ICN  DATA  WEEK  ENDING  SEPTEMBER  13,  1938 

Sunshine  Total  Precipitation 


Temperature 

p  of 

This 

From  Api'il 

Far  Co rresponding 

Stat  ion 

Highest 

Loviest 

Pc  ssible 

Week 

1st  to  date 

Period  in  1937 

fillings 

82 

48 

* 

0.07 

13.52 

7.79 

Bo  zeman 

79 

39 

o.ci 

11. l4 

10.55 

Conrad 

* 

sic 

* 

0.45 

10.21 

9.03 

Cut  Bank 

77 

39 

* 

0.50 

11.30 

8.33 

I’crt  Peck 

SO 

49 

* 

0.92 

9.2s 

4.35 

Gl endive 

82 

45 

* 

0.63 

8.85 

6.98 

Great  Falls 

79 

^3 

* 

0.38 

11.90 

6.01 

Havre 

82 

46 

66 

0.74 

11.49 

8.00 

HELENA 

78 

44 

66 

0.35 

11.48 

5.22 

Kali  spell 

78 

42 

50 

0.96 

5  9^ 

6.35 

Lewistonw 

80 

35 

* 

0.11 

12.80 

7.83 

Malta 

81 

46 

* 

2.0? 

12.28 

6.79 

Miles  City 

82 

48 

56 

0.26 

8.oi 

6.79 

Missoula 

84 

44 

56 

0.43 

8.31  - 

3.88 

Poplar 

82 

44 

* 

0.96 

11.43 

5-33 

Stanford 

♦ 

* 

* 

0.09 

i4.o4 

8.i4 

AVERAGE 

— 

— 

— 

0.56 

10.75 

6.96 

*No  Data. 


W.  E.  Maugha.n,  Vifea.ther  Bureau. 

Jay  G.  Diamond,  Bur.  of  Agr.  Economics. 
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his  map  sh^vis  the  percentage  of  normal  precipitation  .that 


has  occurred  In  Montana 
August,  inclusive;  of  the  193c 


during 


the  first  five  months,  April  to 
crop  growing  season. 


The  upper  of  each  typed  pair  of  figures  indicates  the  actual 
amount  of  preciplia tion  that  occurred  in  that  respective  area 
during  the  period  lApril  to  Aagust;  the  lower  figure  of  she  pair 
indicates  the  normal  precipitation  for  the  samo  period.  ■ 


ercentage  lines  are  drawn  for  each  10*  percent  up  to  1.00, 


per  cent,  and  for  each 


itional  25  per  cent  above  100. 


U .  1  o  ’0 e a  t her  Bur  e  au 
Helena,  Montana. 


The  following  suinmaries  of  crop  conditions  for  the  week  ending  September  10,  I93S 
are  furnished  through  the  courtesy  of  Director  J.  C*  Taylor,  Montana  State 
Extension  Service. 

BEAVERHEAD;  Showers  throughout  county,  light  frosts  in  higher  valleys.  Harvest¬ 
ing  of  grain  and  pea  crops  continued  with  good  yields  reported. 

Second  crop  alfalfa  being  harvested.  No  activity  in  lambs  or  sheep.  Sleeping 
sickness  in  horses  still  prevailing. 

Big  Horn;  General  rain  over  county,  accomoanied  by  hail  which  did  some  damage  to 
beets,  corn,  beans  and  gardens.  Harvesting  and  threshing  about  done. 
Winter  wheat  seeding  under  way.  Second  crop  hay  up  and  third  crop  coming  on. 

Beets  and  corn  making  splendid  progress.  Beet  harvest  to  start  about  first  of 
October.  Range  in. good  condition,  livestock  accordingly.  Sleeping  sickness  in 
horses  subsiding.  Labor  ample. 

BLAINE;  General  rain  on  Monday  evening  with  considerable  hail  south  of  Cninook 

and  north  of  Lohman  which  did  considerable  damage  to  crons  not  harvested. 
Approximately  .75  inch  rain  fell  on  Wednesday  night  in  central  part  of  county. 
Threshing  and  combining  delayed  on  account  of  weather  conditions.  Sugar  beet  cron 
making  rapid  development  and  indications  are  that  satisfactory  crop  will  be  har¬ 
vested.  Livestock  and  range  in  good  condition, 

C ARBON :  Cooler  weather  prevailed,  some  rain  reported  in  most  sections.  Harvest¬ 
ing  and  threshing  about  75^  completed.  Average  yields  from  25  to  4o 
bushels  in  fall  wheat  sections,  few  renorts  of  50  and  60  bushel  yields  under  ab¬ 
normal  rainfall.  Lower  yields  due  to  insect  pests  and  hail  damge.  Spring  wheat 
yields,  ma,jority  of  cases  on  irrigated  land,  from  35  to  4o  bushels,  with  25  to  35 
bushels  in  some  sections  damaged  by  rust.  Many  farmers  storing  grain  in  farm 
granaries  and  local  elevators  being  filled  to  capacity.  Yield  of  barley  and  oats 
generally  very  good..  Bean  harvest  v/ell  under  way,  threshing  started.  Beans  aver¬ 
aging  20  sacks  per  acre  in  irrigated  section,  no  reports  from,  dryland  to  date, 
i.' -/estock  conditions  good.  Good  supply  of  hay  and  feed  grains.  Vfeed  spraying 
with  county  owned  sprayer  in  progress. 

C_ASCADS:  Scattered  showers  throughout  week  have  hampered  harvesting,  but  ,  mois¬ 
ture  has  benefitted  range,'  and  reduced  fire  hazards,  and  made  for  ideal 
f , er minat ion  conditions  for  ■winter  wheat.  Seeding  of  winter  whea.t  well  "under  way 
and  conditions  ideal  for  securing  good  stand.  Crops  on  irrigated  land  in  ex¬ 
cellent  condition  with  potato  harvest  started  and  sugar  beets  will  be  ready  to 
ciig  in  about  two  weeks.  Livestock  in  excellent  condition.  Most  lambs  sold.  De¬ 
mand  strong  for  feeder  calves  and  stock  cattle  supply  limited.  Labo'r  normal. 

CHOUTEAU ;  Cool,  cloudy,  rain  in  most  sections.  Harvest  completed  except  in 
isolated  areas.  Rains  have  cut  grade  of  wheat  by  reducing  test 
weight  and  bleaching.  Winter  wheat  seeding  -under  way.  Sufficient  supply  of 
feed  will  result  in  more  fattening  of  livestock  on  the  farm.  Slackening  of 
labor  demand  due  to  completion  of  harvesting’. 

CUSTER  -  POVt’DER  RIVER;'  Cloudy  and  cool,  showers,  and  light  rains.  Harvest  of  all 

hay  and  grain  crops  now  complete.  Light  scattered  crop 
cf  alfalfa  seed  now  being  cut  in  few  localities.  Yields  expected  to  be  fair  to 
good.  Sugar  beets  continue  good  growth  with  irrigation  water  supply  ample  since 
recent  rains.  Potato  crop  expected  to  be  very  light  due  to  purple  top  damage. 
Cattle  moving  to  market  with  weights  heavier  than  average  and  returns  satis¬ 
factory.  Heavy  shipments  expected  in  next  two  weeks.  First  deliveries  of  rams 
expected  soon.  All  stock  in  excellent  shape  for  winter  with  plenty  of  feed  and 
grass  on  ranges  and  hay  in  the  stack. 


(  Cent »  d  on  Page  2. ) 
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PAl'IPLS :  Approximately  one  incn  precinitat  ion,  evenly  distributed  over  county. 

Cloudy  and  rainy  all  week,  causing  some  delay  in  harvesting  of  few  late 
crops.  No  heavy  frosts  reported  as  yet.  Few  farmers  planting  winter  wheat  and 
rye.  No  change  in  spring  wheat  situation  from  nrevious  reports.  Livestock  re¬ 
mains  in  good  condition.  Many  farmers  awaiting  jobs  on  Cff^A. 

MWSCN:  Anproximately  .9  inch  rain,  weather  generally  cool  and  damp.  Harvesting 
at  a  halt  on  account  of  rain,  otherwise  not  much  change  from  last  week. 
Livestock  in  good  shape  with  amole  feed  and  water. 

FA.LL01i  -  CARTEB:  Pr •-cipitat ion  2.3^  inch.  Growing  conditions  fair.  Due  to 

rains,  conditions  appear  very  favorable  for  fall  seeding  of 
grains.  Reports  that  due  to  damp  rainy  weather,  some  grain  starting  to  sprout 
in  header  stacks.  Livestock  conditions  fair. 

FERGUS :  Wet  and  cold  most  of  week.  Harvesting  well  •’under  way,  many  through  com¬ 
bining.  Threshing  in  full  swing.  Hail  from  Coffee  Creek  to  Denton  to 
V/inifred,  damaged  several  fields  still  standing.  Largest  stones  measured  2-75 
inches  in  diameter.  Moisture  which  fell  with  hail  will  he  of  seme  benefit  in 
s  anting  winter  'wheat.  More  livestock  being  shipped  in'to  county  than  out  to 
market.  Some  wether  lambs  to  be  shd-oned  later  this  month.  Seven  cers  cattle  out 
during  y/eek.  Hardly  one  car  going  cut  this  year  compared  with  trainloads  in  cast 
two  years.  A.11  stock  in  good  condition,  .  feed  nlentiful., 

FLATHEAD:  Cloudy  with  good  general  rains  throughout  county.  Threshing  and  com¬ 

bining  well  advanced  with  yields  averaging  lovrer  than  last  year.  Seme 
frosted  ?/heat  delivered,  but  otherwise  wheat  is.  of  good  quality.  Recent  moisture 
will  make  conditions  more  favorable  for  fall  seeding  of  winter  wheat,  but  will 
not  be  up  to  normal.  Potato  crop  will  be  very  light.  Livestock  in  good  condi¬ 
tion.  Labor  aa.dequate. 

U ILL A.T IN :  Somewhat  cooler,  frost  in  highf-r  areas.  Fev/  local  showers.  Grain 

harvest  continues  with  threshing  of  winter  and  soring  'Aheat,  and  cutt¬ 
ing  of  oats  and  barley.  Last  of  hay  cra-os  being  stacked.  Seeding  of  y/inter 
wheat  continues  on  increased  scale.  Moisture  somewha.t  lov.'  in  summer  fallow. 

■l^RFIELD  -  PETROL EUl/l :  General  precipitation  id  moderate  amounts,  with  scattered 

heavy  showers.  Weather  generally  cool.  Cloudy  and  pa.rtly 
cloudy  all  week.  Harvesting  of  small  grains  75^  complete  with  threshing  of  some 
snocked  fields  remaining  to  be  done.  Corn  harvesting  for  fodder  largely  under 
■^ay.  A-dditional  moist’ure  will  increase  winter  wheat  seedings  and  make  conditions 
appe.ar  more  favorable.  Livestock  conditions  continue  very  good.  Recent  mois¬ 
ture  v/ill  improve  fall  range  and  pasture.  Some  continued  movement  of  stock  be¬ 
tween  operators  within  the  area.  Very  slight  other  movement  of  market  stock. 

GLAC  lE-R:  Intermittent  rains  all  week.  Farming  operations  practic'^lly  at  stand¬ 
still,  including  threshing  and  haying.  About  one  inch  of  rain.  Pas¬ 
tures  and  range  becoming  green  again.  Some  small  areas  where  grasshoppers  con¬ 
gregate  to  lay  eggs  being  poisoned.  Some  renorts  of  exceptionally  large  nmibers 
of  black  crickets  in  eastern  portion  of  county.  Livestock  in  exeelieht  'shap?:, 
some  :i'iovement  to  market. 

H I LL :  Precipitation  1.47  inch.  Rain  scattered  throughout  week  has  slowed  up  har¬ 
vesting  and  threshing  operations.  V7heat  about  85^  harvested  with  consider¬ 
able  variation  in  quality.  .Rains  have  improved  range  conditions.  Livestock  in 
good  to  excellent  condition. 

(Coht'd  on  Page  3.) 
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JUDITH  3.ASIW:  precipitation  slight  and  scattered,  temperatures  moderate,  possibly 
frost  in  sorie  areas.  Harvesting  well  along  with  ten  days  required 
to  cOiUplete  most  of  combining . and  binding.  Threshing  shocked  grain  will  continue 
somewhat  longer.  Yields  excellent.  Soil  inoisture  normal.  Fall  wheat  seeding 
has  good  start.  A.I1  livestock  in  excellent  condition  with  no  shioments  to  market 
as  yet.  Some  cattle  being  shipped  in  to  feed.  Labor  balanced. 

LAJvF :  Heavy  rains  over  entire  county  lest  of  week.  Tenperatures  dropped  to  near 

freezing.  No  frost  reported.  Some  snow  has  fallen  on  high  ranges.  Thresh¬ 
ing  of  grain  near  completion.  Bean  harvest  completed  with  very  low  yields.  Har¬ 
vesting  of  red  clover  and  alfalfa  seed  in  full  swing.  Fall  grain  being  seeded. 

Sugar  beets  making  good  growth.  Livestock  in  good  condition. 

LEWIS  &  CLAJj-K  -  BR0ADW.4TFR:  Ra.in  fell  generally  over  area,  but  probably  caused 

:nore  delay  in  harvesting  operations  than  it  did  good. 
Threshing  well  advanced.  Yields  continuing  higher  than  for  several  years.  Lower 
protein  content  in  wheat.  Considerable  wnea.t  being  stored.  Hay  crop  unusuelly 
good  and  ranchers  are  ha,rvesting  all  they  can  to  build  up  feed  reserve.  Very 
little  stock  moving  to  market  to  date.  Few  lambs  have  been  sold. 

M-4LIS0N  -  JEFFERSON:  Few  scattered  local  showers,  weather  cool  and  somewhs.t 

threatening.  Rains  delayed  haying  and  threshing  slightly. 
Harvesting  approximately  half  completed.  Most  of  peas  threshed  with  q_uite  large 
acreage  of  grain  still  to  be  cut.  Early  potato  crop  only  fair  with  late  potatoes 
promising  yields  slightly,  below  averas’e.  Few  hoppers  noticed  in  vicinity  of  Tv/in 
Bridges  v/here  they  have  not  been  present  previously.  Livestock  in  ver.y  good  con¬ 
dition  with  abundance  of  grass  on  ranges.  Sheepmen  st.^^rting  to  move  l.==',fflbs  to 
eastern  markets.  A.t  least  13  cars  have  moved  already. 

ME ASHER:  One  light  shower.  Weather  much  colder  than  last  week.  Crowing  season 

about  ended.  Grain  ripening  v/ell .  Good  progress  on  harvesting  and 
threshing.  Second  cutting  alfalfa  about  half  stacked.  Range  in  good  condition. 
Livestock  in  excellent  condition.  .  Some  country  buying.  Mixed  lambs  at  eibout  'Jet. 
Sleeping  sicknets  in  horses  receding.  No  excess  laoor  supply. 

MISSOULA:  Cool  and  cloudy  most  of  week,  several  small  showers  totalling  about  .25 

inch  moisture.  Some  light  frost  reported,  but  no  da.mage.  Ra.in  delayed 
threshing,  which  is  about  75'^  co:npleted.  Excellent  grov/ing  conditions  for  sugar 
beets,  potatoes  doing  well.  Fair  to  good  yields  expected.  Still  some  second 
and  third  crop  hay  to  cut.  Early  apples  coming  on  market.  Prospect  for  good 
yield  of  all  kinds  of  apples.  Ranges  and  pastures  generally  in  good  condition. 
Livestock  in  good  condition. 

MUSSELSHELL  -  GOLDEN  VALLEY:  Cooler  te.mperatiires .  Quite  foggy  Wednesday  and 

Thursday  mornings,  general  rains  Friday  morning. 
Harvesting  nearly  con^cleted.  Some  stacked  grain  not  yet  threshed.  Winter  v/heat 
seeding  started.  Livestock  in  good  condition.  Few  cars  shipped  to  easter  markets. 

P ARK :  Cool  weather,  no  killing  frost.  Harvesting  and  threshing  in  full  swing. 

Second  crop  alfalfa  mostly  in  stack.  20  to  25  bushels  per  acre  yields 
reported  on  dry  land  spring  wheat,  v-ritn  35  '^o  40  on  winter  wheat.  Livestock  in 
excellent  condition,  some  shipments  to  iuarket.  Labor  balanced. 

PH  ILL  IPS :  Heavy  rain  throughout  co'unty,  local  precipitation  2. SI  inches.  No 

frost  reported.  Harvesting  practically  completed.  .  Final  harvesting 
operations  delayed  because  of  rain.  Preparations  being  made  for  sugar  beet  harvest. 
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Soir.e  damage  reported  to  potatoes  from  pumle  ton.  Livestock  condition  good.  Labor 
balanced. 

PONEPHA :  Cool,  cloudy,  frequent  showers,  two  hail  storms.  Severe  hail  on  Monday 

damaged  mustard  855^  to  lOQ^,  and  standing  wheat  23^  to  S5f^.  Another  hail 
Tuesday  night  extended  over  large  area ‘of  dryland  wheat  still  standing,  causing 
damage  of  25^  to  Summer  fallow  wheat  maintaining  average  "^f  approximately  4o 

busnels  in  vicinity  of  Conrad  and  Valier.  Yields  holding  utd  to  40  bushels  on 
better  types  of  soils  in  vicinity  of  3rady.  Considerable  damage  to  sugar  beet 
foliage  by  hail.  Material  growth  made  in  past  3C  days  due  to  good  growing  condi¬ 
tions  for  beets.  Tonnage  average  estimated  at ' ten  tons  on  entire  35^0  acres 
planted.  Considerable  sleeping  sickness  in  horses  exnerienced,  and  vaccination 
began 'in  ea,rnest  on  North  Bench.  Mortality  rates  will  nrobably  not  exceed  15^*  ■. 
Most  of  death  losses  seem  to  occur  in  aged  horses.  Little  or  no  livestock  move¬ 
ment  with  exception  cf  five  cars  of  lambs  out  of  Browning.  SuiodIus  of  labor. 

PRAIRIE :  V/'eather  cool,  cloudy,  ;aore  than  aji  inch  of  precipitation,  filling  re¬ 

servoirs  and  water  holes.  Crops  nearly  all  harvested  with  disappoint¬ 
ing  yields.  Precipitation  which  fell  this  week  is  stimulating  planting  of  winter 
wheat.  Livestock  in  good  condition.  No  reports  of  sleeping  sickness  among  horses 
tuis  week.' 

ROOSEVELT :  General  precipitation  and  overcast  most  cf  week.  .  Low'er  temperatures. 

Rain  improving  fall  moisture  conditions  considerably.  Threshing  prac- 
t-ically  co.’iipleted  before  rain.  As  previously  reported,  many  late  fields  not  out 
and  later  grain  threshed  will  hardly  pay  expenses.  Harvesting  of  feed  crops  de¬ 
layed  because  of  rain.  Eall  moisture  expected  to  increase  seeding  of  crested 
wheatgrass.  Eeed  supplies  plentiful  with' livestock  scarce.  Some  demand  for  re¬ 
stocking  but  most  growers  need  financial  assistance. 

ROSEBUD:  General  showers  throughout  week.  Topsoil  moisture  excellent  for  winter 

wheat  planting.  Corn  slow  in  maturing  because  cool,  rainy  weather. 
Sugar  beet  crop  spotted,  ranging  from  fair  to  excellent.  Little  activity  as  yet 
in  livestock  shipments.  Outbreak  of  hog  flu  reported  last  week  along  Treasure 
County  line  has  been  diagnosed  as  cholera.  Five  small  herds  affected  vdth  about 
50%  loss  to  date. 

S ANDERS :  Precipitation  .88  inch.  Cool,  damp  weather,  growing  conditions  good. 

Average  maximum  temperature  73*  minimum  4^.  Thresning  completed  in 
most  of  county.  Harvesting  of  seed  v'ell  under  way.  Livestock  in  good  condition, 
some  marketing.  Labor  balanced. 

SHERIDAN :  Scattered  showers  throughout  county.  Most  threshing  completed.  No 

killing  frosts  to  date.  Yields  of  corn  decreased  considerably  by  grass¬ 
hopper  damage.  Harvest  of  corn  v/ill  begin  as  soon  as  weather  conditions  permit. 
I.imited  demand  for  feeder  stock  and  milk  cotjs.  Surplus  of  labor. 

SWEETGRASS :  Weather  ideal  for  coicplet  ing  harvest  and  cutting  alfalfa.  No  pre-  - 

cipitation.  All  grains  in  shock,  threshing  under  way  throughout 
county,  with  heavy  yields.  No  frosts  reported  as  yet.  Livestock  in  good  condi¬ 
tion.  Fewer  nev/  cases  of  sleeping  sickness  reported.  : 

TETON :  Precipitation  ,54  inch.  Nights'  very  cod.  Very  little  combining,  due  to 

damp  weather.  Far;;:ers  in  Farmington  and  pendroy  areas  commencing  to  worry 
about  balance  of  harvest,  probably  over  50^  left.  Winter  wheat  seeding  comiiiencing 
in  eastern  part  of  county,  this  coming  week.  Indications  are  for  considerable  in¬ 
crease  in  winter  wheat  seeding.  Moisture  conditions  better  than  a  ye^^r  ago.  In¬ 
dications  are  that  purple  top  has  caused  serious  loss  to  potato  growers.  Wild 
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hayina"  practically  completed,  with  little  larger  than  normal  crop.  Undoubtedly 
will  be  considerable  regrassing  of  abandoned  farm  land  with  crested  wheatgrass  this 
fall,  due  to  improved,  moisture  conditions  and  cheapness  of  the  seed.  Ranges  in 
excellent  condition  and  livestock  in  good  condition.  Needle  Gra.ss  causing  sheep¬ 
men  some  trouble. 

TOOLE :  Light  to  heavy  rains  with  some  hail  throughout  entire  county.  Hail  damaged 

probably  1000  acres.  Very  little  harvesting.  ground  still  to  be  har¬ 
vested.  Warm,  dry  weather  would  be  helpful.  Cattle  and  livestock  in  excellent 
condition.  Grass  and.  witer  very  good. 

VALLEY ;  La.tter  part  of  week  hot  and  dry.  General  rain  throughout  country  fore 
part  and  middle  of  week.  Some  farmers  making  plans  for  seeding  small 
acreage  of  winter  wheat.  Haying  completed.  Small  grain  harvest  completed.  Har¬ 
vesting  of  corn  Just  starting.  Re-et  harvest  expected  to  start  within  next  week. 
Range  in  good  condition.  Practically  no  cattle  or  sheep  being  sold.  Some  re¬ 
stocking  of  sheep  being  done.  Quite  a  demand  for  milk  cows  post  two  weeks.  No 
demand  for  labor. 

''Jp  E  IT  LAND :  Light  ro.in  first  of  week.  Weather  considerably  cooler  than  last 

week.  Threshing  of  spring  wheat  started.  Livestock  men  v/ho  hove 
summered  their  sheep  in  mountains  a.re  moving  back  to  valley  for  wintering. 

WIBAUX:  Weather  cool  and  rainy.  Precipitation  northern  end  of  county  l.p6, 

Wibaux  2.02,  southern  and  U.4.  Some  fall  plowing  will,  oe  done  since  rein, 
farmers  also  planting  an  acreage  of  winter  wheat  and  winter  rye.  Corn  harvest  com¬ 
mencing.  Yield  will  be  reduced  ma,tcrially  due  to  grasshopper  damage,  ho  recent 
cases  of  sleeping  sickness  of  horses  reported.  Estimated  loss  of  of  horses 
affected.  Livestock  in  good  condition.  Sheep  doing  well  on  stubble  fields. 

YELLOWSTONE;  precipitation  .42  inch.  Warm  days,  cool  nights,  no  frost  reported. 

Severe  hail  storms  Monday  and  Thursday  afternoons  west  of  Billings. 
Local  shovjers.  Beets,  beans,  and  hay  damaged  considerably  in  area  about  4  miles 
wide  and.  8  miles  long.  Beet  campaign  to  start  least  of  month.  Livestock  in  good 
condition.  Peed  supplies  dest  in  years.  Some  shortage  of  available  farm  labor. 


Helena,  Montana, 
September  I3,  I93S. 


Jay  G.  Diamond,  Sr.  Agricultural  Statistician 
T.  J.  Xazelka,  J^r.  A.gricultur,al  Statistician 
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Summerlike  temperatures  with  only  a  trace  of  precipitation  were  general  over 
the  State  during  the  week  ending  Septeirioer  POth,  when  again  the  growing  season  added 
another  week  to  its  length  by  the  absence  of  killing  frosts.  Rapid  strides  were 
made  toward  completing  harvest  and  threshing  of  grain  crops  while  such  row  crops 
as  corn,  potatoes  and  sugar  beets  matured  rapidly. 

In  tne  major  wheat  counties  for  most  part  harvest  of  small  grains  is  now 
largely  completed.  Threshing  likewise  has  ad.vanced  with  only  scattered  fields  of 
shocked  grains  remaining  to  be  threshed.  In  a.  few  late  counties,  including  Placier, 
Gallatin,  Meagher  and  Wheatland,  late  harvests  of  grain  crons  continue.  While  the 
week  was  dry,  moisture  from  earlier  rains  maintained  a  good  condition  of  soils  for 
fall  seeding  operations,  except  in  extreme  northwestern  Montana,  where  subsoils 
continue  dry  due  to  earlier  raoistur'^-  deficiencies.  Fall  seeding  of  winter  wheat 
and  rye,  elseiffhere,  have  made  excellent  progress  to  date. 


Third  cuttings  of  alfalfa  are  now  being  stacked  in  many  counties  east  of 
the  Continental  Divide.  In  extreme  southwestern  Montana, harvesting  of  the  second 
crop  is  now  being  completed.  Otherwise,  the  big  state  hay  crop  is  in  the  stack 
insuring  the  best  winter  feed  supply  for  livestock  in  many  years.  Absence  of 
frosts  to  date  has  been  favorable  for  all  late  crops,  especially  corn,_  potatoes 
and  flax,  which  are  now  maturing  rapidly.  Some  potatoes  have  already  been  dug, 
while  harvest  of  corn,  mostly  for  fodder,  is  becoming  general  in  the  eastern 
counties.  The  bean  harvest  has  been  ■'underway  in  the  important  southcentral  counties 
for  the  past  tw'O  weeks,  where  much  of  the  crop  is  now  being  threshed.  ,  While  sugar 
beet  harvest  started  during  the  week  in  Blaine  County,  it  is  not  expected  to  get 
generally  'underway  .in  tne  State  until  October  first. 


Grasshoppers  are  reported  to  be  dying  in  Daniels  County,  but  from  Gallatin 
and  Fergius  Counties  they  have  been  fo'und  eating  newly  germinated  winter  wheat 
f  ields,  necessitating  poisoning. 

Fall  marketings  have  sta.rted  in  case  of  both  cattle  and  sheep,  .with  ship¬ 
ments  running  v/ell  below  those  of  recent  years.  Considerable  cattle  and  sheep  are 
still  on  summer  ranges.  Early  deliveries  of  lambs  are  showing  •v/ eight  s  above 
average,  in  southeastern  Montana.  4  few  deliveries  have  been  made  a.t  other  points 
along  the  Yellowstone  Valley.  A-long  with  the  usual  feeder  inquiries  for  lambs 
at  this  season,  there  is  also  som.e  demand  for  ewe  lambs  for  restocking  purposes. 
Sleeping  sickness, continues  to  be  reported  from  Beaverhead  County,  is  declining 
in  Lewis,  and  Clark,  Broadwater,  prairie,  Stillwa.ter,  and  Meagher  Coiunties,  and  is  • 
not  mentioned  in  other  counties  reporting  for  the  week. 
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Billings 

92 

UU 

* 

0 . 00 

13.52  ' 

7.79 

Bozeman 

86 

u?  ■ 

* 

0.00 
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10.77 

Conrad 

+ 

* 

0.00 

10 . 21 

9.14 

Cut  Bank 

90 

37 

* 

0.00 
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8.46 

Fort  peck 

82 

4i 

* 

0 .  OC 
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4.35 

Glendive 

90 

37 

* 

0.00 

8.85 
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91 

45 

* 

0.00 

11. 9O 

6.25 
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96 

44 
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HELENA 

86 

48 

96 

T 
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Kali  spell 

86 

48 
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5.94 

6.35 
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92 

37 
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89 

42 

* 
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92 

43 

94 
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92 

48 

98 
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89 

35 

* 
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•* 

* 

* 
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— 
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The  following  summaries  of  crop  conditions  for  the  week  ending  September  17»  193^ 
are  furnished  through  the  courtesy  of  Director  J.  C-  Taylor,  Montana  State 
Extension  Service. 

BEAVEEHSAD:  No  orec ipitation ,  light  frosts  in  unoer  valleys,  no  frost  in  Beaver¬ 
head  Valley.  Harvesting  of  second  cron  alfalfa,  grains  and  peas 
continuing.  Yields  still  holding  fair  to  good;  No  lambs  shipped.  Very  few 
j  sales.  Cattle  in  very  good  condition.  Some  lambs  lighter  than  last  year. 

!  Sleeping  sickness  in  horses  still  prevails,  mfuiy  horses  have  been  vaccinated. 

I 

I  BIG  HORN ;  No  precipitation.  Weather  warm  during  day,  cold  nights.  Growing 
'  conditions  for  maturing  of  crop-s  have  been  ideal.  Moisture  conditions 

I  are  good.  Winter  wheat  seeding  general.  Lot  of  early  fall  plowing  being  done. 
Corn  and  behns  being  ha.rvested  and  beets  making  good  progress  for  the  harvest 
which  will  begin  about  October  1st.  Eange  in  good  condition,  also  cattle,  a 
few  ^»f  which  wore  marketed  during  past  week. 

BLAINE;  Clear,  sunshiny  days,  normal  temperatures.  No  precipitation.  Harvest¬ 
ing  of  small  grains  being  completed  since  rains  of  last  week.  Sugar 
beet  harvesting  started  September  l^th.  Growers  limited  on  delivery.  Satis¬ 
factory  yields  being  reported.  Livestock  and  range  in  excellent  condition.  No 
movement  of  livestock  to  market  as  yet.  • 

C ARSON ;  No  precipitation.  Coclfr  nights.  Threshing  of  beans  well  along  toward 
completion.  Good  yields  being  repoi'ted  in  both  garden  varieties  and 
northern  bea,ns.  Eeported  yields  in  northern  varieties  from  20  to  30  sacks  ner 
acre,  Mfiny  benas  recently  sold  at  $1.65  per  hundred,  threshing  of  grain  con¬ 
tinues  in  west  portion.  Third  cutting  alfalfa  being  harvested.  Oorn  harvest 
well  started  over  entire  county  where 'corn  binders  are  used.  A  few  wheat  loans 
being  made.  Sugar  beet  crop  looking  v;ell,  though  considerable  amount  'of  curly 
top  reported.  Digging  of  potatoes  thus  far  shov/s  that  purple  ton  has  left  very 
poor  crop  of  salable  tubers.  Stock  in  fine  shape.  People  looking  around  for 
feeder  sheep  and  cattle.  V/ith  more  feed  availcable  a  good  many  are  interested  in 
livestock  feeding. 

CHOUTEAU:  Rrcins  past  week;,  nave  brightened  prosnects  for  fall  wheat  seeding. 

Ideal  growing  wea,ther.  Poll  seeding  of  wheat  60^  to  7'"*^  completed. 
Moisture  has  speeded  growth- so  that  many  fields  are  showing  good  growth.  Har¬ 
vest  completed  in  general.  Some  corn  being  harvested,  especially  for  seed  pur¬ 
poses.  Pall  seeding  of  crested  wheatgrass  will  bemnder  way  soon.  Some  demand 
for  shoa,ts  for  fattening  pur'n''>ses.  -Good  sunply  of  cheap  rye  and  other  feeds 
should  help  in  rep?  enishing  livestock  -copulation  in  county.  Labor  situation 
•  unchanged,  farmers  sprecading  poisoned  bait  to  prevent  grasshoopers  from  in- 
j-uring  tender  v;inter  wheat. 


CUSTER  -  PQWDEPl  RIVER;  Pair  and  warmer  than  previous'  week,  no-  precipitation. 

Third  crop  of  alfalfa  going  in  stack.  Some  alfalfa 
seed  cut  in  south  country  but  yields  and  total-  -Volume  will  belight.  Beets 
making  good  'grov-;th  with  water  supply  ample.  Recent  showers  freshened  waler 
holes  and  filled  reservoirs-  on  ranges,'  First  deliveries  of  lambs  this  week 
with  weights  above  average.  Heaviest  expected  shipments  of  cattle  cut  of 
Miles  City  Thursday,  but  volume  very  light  compared  to  former  years.  All 
classes  of  stuff  in  excellent  condition. 


DANIELS :  No  precipitation,  'v/eather  generally  clearer  .and  warmer  than  week  pre¬ 
vious.  ^  No  heavy  frosts  reported  tc  date.  Weather  ideal  for  ma.turing 
of  com  and  late  garden  crops.  H.'^'rvestung  completed  except  for  stationary  thresh¬ 
ing  of  grains  cut  with  binders  and  he.'^ders.  Only  enough  -wheat  being  sold  to 
meet  immediate  financing  needs.  Rather  high  percentage  of  grassheppers  are 
dying,  but  believed  that  large  n-ombers  of  eg.gs  have  been  deposited.  Livestock 
situation  same  as  previously  reported. 


DAWSON:  Nice  fall  weather  prevailed.  Threshing  of  small  grains  nearing  com¬ 
pletion.  Corn  harvesting  well  along  with  large  amount  of. fodder  and 
considerable  grain  feed  produced.  Rather  heavier  than  usual  seeding  of  winter 
wheat  being  macile,  although  total  acreage  is  comparatively  small.  Livestock  con¬ 
ditions  largely  remained  unchanged,  with  very  little  activity  in  lamb  market 
and  not  many  cattle  moving  to  market. 


FALLON  -  GARTER: 


precipitation  .20-  inch.  -  General  growing  conditions  good, 
Favorable  fer  v/inter  wheat  seeding.  Corn  harvest  under  way. 


Livestock  condition  fairly  -good. 


(Cent^d  bn  page  2.) 
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FZP.GUS :  G-ood  harvesting  weatper,  and. harvesting  practically  through  in  all  sec¬ 
tions  except  for  shocked  grain  and  probably  half  of  that  has  been 
threshed.  Seeding  well  under  v/ay.  Some  fields  where  sufficient  moisture  is 
available  beginning. to  show  green.  Some  poisoning  necessary  to  keep  hoppers  from 
taking  wheat  along  edge  of  new  seeded  fields.  Little  livestock  being- shipped  out. 
Quite  a  lot  of- sheep  being  sold  by  dealers  for  restocking  purposes.  Feed  and 
v/ate-r  sufficient.  • 

FLATHFAJ:  Y/arm  and  sunshiny  days  throughout  week.  Dry  throughout  county  with 

subsoil  moisture  very  deficient  in  all-  fields,  including  summer  fallow. 
Some  winter  wheat  being  planted  but  most,  people  holding  off  for  rain  and  many 
dpcidod  against  planting  winter  wheat,  ^ost  of  threshing  and  combining  will  be 
completed  in  another  v.-eek.  High  percentage  of  all  crops  being  held  in  storage 
on  the-  farm,  Poor  prospects  for  potato  crop.  A.pple  crop  in  the  few  orchards 
in  Flathead  County  are  much  below  production  of  last  year. 

‘G-ALLA'i'Ii’J :  ■  Rathe'r  uniformly  vjarm,  -clear  and  no.  wind,  Id.eal  harvest  weather. 

■  Ha-rvest  .'continues  witn  combining  practiccally  cojnplete  as  well  as  cutt¬ 
ing  of  small,  grains.  i’hreshing  still  principal  harvest  activity.  Winter  wheat 
seeding -continues,  and  -.iniform  germination  has  resulted  from  earlier  seedings. 

In  west  portion  of  county,  winter  v/heat  being  eaten  by  grasshoppers  and  poison¬ 
ing  has  been  resumed  in  this  area. 

GARFIELD  -PETROLEUM':  ■  General  rain  oyer  both  counties  at  beginning  of  period  im- 

•  proving,  general  moisture  condition  and  improving  rai ge 
grass  conditions  particularly-.,  ,Warmer  days  at.  end  of  period.  No  frost  reported 
as-y-.-t.  Thrr-Sxiing  held  up  during  rainy  season  and ,  advancement  of  harvesting  is 
a^s  previously  reported.  In  -  savera.l  area.s  where  ,aood  .local  shov/ers  were  received 
before  general  rain,  moi.sture  is,  considered  adequate  f.or,  seeding  fall  crops. 

Fall  seeding  of  winter  wheat,  getting  ijnder  way.  .Livestock  condition’ unchanged, 
prospects 'for  fall  grass  good..  'Ver.y  scattered  movement  of  cattle  but  to  market. 
Very  limited  exchange  of  livestock  within  the  area  continues.  'Some  sheep  from' 
outside  area.s  being  brought  into  counties  by  local  operators.  Hogs  scarce'. 

GLACIER;  No  rain,  weather  ide.al  for -harvesting.  ,  No, frosts  reported.  Harvesting 
'in' full  swing.  ,  Except  ionally  good  yields  being  reported.  Many  •farmers 
nb-'v  seeding  winter  wheat.  Fall -grass  showing  very  good,  growth.  Cattle  and  lamb 
buyers  active' in  western  .part  of  county. 

_H  Ii_iL :  'No  precipitation.  9C^--'Of-all  grain  cut  and,  threshed.  Ranges  in  good  con- 
ditioh.  Livestock-  in,  excellent  condition.  Labor  balanced.  '  • 

JUDITH  BASIN;  No  precipitation,  ^temper-^tures  moderate.  Winter  wheat  seeding 
about  kOfo  completed.  Soil  moisture  in  summer  fallow  good.  '  In 
stubble  very  little,  mo isture.  Most .,  crops  .have  been  combined  or  are  in  the  shock. 
Harvesting  sIiould.be  practically  completed  by  end  of  September.  Yields  running 
from  10  to  40  bushels  in  western  part  of  county,  and  8,  to  25  bushels  in  eastern 
portion.  Shipments  of  livestock-  to.  market  started  and  some  stock  being  shipped 
in  to  feed.  vVinter  range  con’d.itions  -excellent  an.d  hay  and  rough  feed  still  being 
put  UP  on  ranches. 

-jj are ;  Cool  nights,  wan.n  days.  No  frqst  or  precipitation.  Fall  seeding  of 

grains  in  full  swing.  Harvesting  of  third  crop  alfalfa  being  completed. 
Sugar  beets  making  good-growth.  Livestock  in  good  condition.  Some  cattle  being 
shipped  to  maxket.  Recent. rains  improved  ranges  .  and,  pastures . 

LEV/IS  &  CLARK'-  BROADV/ATEfi;  ■  Warm  for  this  season,  benefitting  harvesting  opera¬ 
tions  and  maturing , of  late  crops.  Sugar  beet  harvest 
will  start- week  of  September  -  26th.  Con.sidera,biy  higher  yields  than  last  year  are 
expected.  Potatoes  will  yield  poorly  because  of  seasonal  weather  factors  and 
disease.  Second  cutting  of  hay  mostly  in  stack.  Threshing  moving  along  swiftly. 

All  stock  in  good:  sha-pe.  SI eeping.-s iclcness  in  horses  is  wa.ning.  . 

ivlEAGHER;  No  precipitation.  No  hard  fr-cp-zes.  Threshing  in  'full  swing.  One  33 

bushel  yield- vof  winter  rye  reported.  One  dryland  ^ f  ield  of  spring  wheat 
reported  at  I3  bushel's.  Second  cutting  alfalfa  a.bout  harvested.  Haying  opera¬ 
tions  nea.rly  ended.  Livestock  condition  -excellent.  Local  lamb  buyers  report  their 
market  off  from^  7<2^  to  on  mixed  lambs.  Local  cattle  sales  about  steady.  Sleep¬ 
ing,,  sickness  epidemic  over.  Total  insect  damage 'for  year  light,  includin.a:  crickets, 
grasshoppers,  blister  beetles,  and  webworms;  due  largely  to  favorable  crop  year. 

(Cont'd  on  Page  3.) 
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i,  MISSOULA;  Warm  days,  oool  nights.  Excellent  larvesi  weather.  No  precipitation; 

no  frost.  Threshing  of  small  gro.ins  85^  to  9*^  completed.  Yields  fair 
is,  to  good.  Som.e  hay  yet  to  be!  cut  and  stacked.  Potatoes  and  sugar  beets  maJoing 
good  growth.  Early  apples  ready  for  market.  Late  apples  indicated  better  than 
li  average  yield.  Top  soil  and  subsoil  dry.  Very  little  winter  wheat  seeded  to  date. 

Ranges  and  pastures  still  in^ good  condition  considering  the  season  of  the  year. 

;j  Livr?stoek  in  good  condition, 

1  PAKK ;  Good  harvest  weather  prevailing.  Cool  nights  with  slight  forst  damage  in 

higher  ai'eas  reported.  Seeded  winter  grain  doing  well.  Threshing  and  com- 
I  'Dining  about  one-. third  completed.  High  yields  reparted  on  both  dryland  and  irri- 
I  gated  grains.  Livestock  in  excellent  condition  all  over  county  as  result  of  best 
\  grass  in 'years.'  Grass,  pretty  well  cured  and  some  movements  of  livestock  to  market. 

j  PH  ILL  IPS ;  No  precipitation,  '.'rrm  sunny  da.3’’s,  cool  nights.  No  frost  reported  to 
I  date.  Harvesting  pr.acticallycomoleted,  v/ith  few  jobs  left  in  valley. 

Sugar  beet  harvest  to  start  in  next  few  days.  Damage  to  potatoes  from  purple  top 
,a,ppai'ent  through  most  of  county.  '  Alfalfa  and  bluejoir.t  hay  plentiful.  Livestock 
in  good  condition.-  Range  excellent.  ... 

.  ,  FOroERA;  Hot  and  dry,  no  precipitation.  Wheat  harvest  progressing  rapidly,  and 

comhining  should  be  fa.irly  well  completed  within  another  week.  Consider¬ 
able  shock  threshing  will  be  left,  including  some  feed  grains.  Wheat  receipts  in 
Conrad  averaging  50 , GOO  ^bushels  do.ily .  '  Total  wheat  delivered  and  shioped  will  reach 
approximately  1,500,000  bushels.  Close  to  6,000  or  1,000  bushels  being  stored  in 
bins  and  appears  ■  that  aiproximately  75^  of  wheat  is  in.  Heavy  production  of  feed 
crops  indicated  by  preliminary  reports.  Rerge  tonnage  of  hay  and  straw  oiles  will 
:  be  available  for  winter.  Prairie  pastures  showing  hr-aviest  stand  of  grass,  accord- 
■  ing  to  old  timers,  .that  they  have  seen  since  I905.  Livestock  numbers  deponulated 
during  dry  years  chiefly  pn  account'  of  lack  of  A'jater  and  summer  range,  except. sheep 
numbers  which  are  holding  fairly  well. 

PRA IR I E ;  No  precipitati®n.  Weather  satisfactory  for  ripening  corn  and-  fora.ge 
crops.  Crop  conditions  show  more  moisture  in  soil  than  for  pa.st  five 
.vtars.  As  result,  farmers  are  sowing  considerable  acreage  of  winter  wheat  and 
crested  wheatgrass.  Livestock^  in  g-cod  condition.  Pall  shinments  of  cattle 
•  -.started  a:id  lambs  will  begin  mo ving "before  end  of  mo»th.  Sleeping  sickness  in 
;■ . .  j  a  c'.rs  e  s  h  a  s  ab a  t  e  d . 

HC5HHUU •  Wa.rm  weather  throughout  week.  Late  corn  crop  maturing  ra,r)idly.  Corn 

mostly  beyond  danger  af  frost.  Third  cutting  alfadfa  being  cut.  Ligkt 
cron  of  alfalfa  seed  being  harvested.  Winter  wheat  seeding  under  way  with  favor¬ 
able  moisture  conditions.  Fevj  srcall.  shi-nments  of  cattle  made  during  week.  Little 
activity. in  lambs.  No  new  cases  of  hog  cholera  reported. 

SANDPPS :  No  precipitation.  Warm  days,  cool  nights.  Threshing  completed,  average 
yields.  Alfalfa  seed  threshing  in  Lonepine  area  ’onder -way,  about  aver¬ 
age  yields.  Egm  survey  shows  prospect  of  heavy  infestation  of  hoppers  and  crickets 
probably  in  1939*  A.11  livestock  in  good  conditon.  Some  lanbs  shipped  and  seme 
cattle. 

STILLWATER;  Clear,  no  pr*  cipitation,  no  excessively  warm  days.  Ideal  for  harvest¬ 
ing  and  growth  of  crops  such  as  sugar  beets.  Threshing  of  grains  at  ill 
under  way  with  peak  h  arvesting  operations  past.  Dryland  sections  showing  very 

good  yields  but  in  rnhst  cases  protein  is  less  than  for  a  number  of  years,  Second 
-  ©utting  alfalfa  practically  all  up  v/ith  third  cutting  in  prospect.  Bean  harvest 
under  wa.y  with  fair  yields  reported.  Seeding  of  winter  wheat  in  full  swing  with 
moisture  conditions  favorable.  Livestock  in  good  condition  with  larger  movement 
to  market  past  week.  Cattle  price  holding  uo  well.  Some  movement  of  lambs  that 
were  contracted  ea-rlier  in  the  year.  Calves  hea.vier  in  weight  than  last,  year. 
Decrease  in  cases  of  sleening  sickness  of  horses. 

SWEET GRASS ;  Weather  clear  and  warm.  Cool  nights,  near  frosts.  No  precipitation. 

70^  of  threshing  complete.  Second  cutting  alfalfa  being  harvested. 
Livestock  in  good  condition  .and  coming  out  of  summer  ranges.  Lambs  under- con¬ 
tract  being  delivered.  Labor  situation  \in{»hanged. 
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TOOL! :  Wara,  'ideal  weather  for  harvesting.  35^  to  90^  harvesting  is  done. 

practically  all  should  be  finished  by  next  week  if  weather  conditions 
continue.  Crops' in  northern  part  of  county  later  .than  usual  and  delays  have  taken 
place  due  to  this  fact.  Water  and  grass  excellent.  Peed  supplies  largest  in  many 
ytars.  No  market  -movement  to  mprket  as  yet.. 

■  YALiLEY :  ■  Dryland  harvesting  practically  completed.  Sugar  beet  harvest  just  start¬ 
ing.  Friday  and  Saturday  of  last  week  cloudy,  cool  and  considerable 
rainfall .  throughout,,  county .  1-75  inch  rainfall  at  Glasgow.  Sunday  and  Monday 

C09I  with  light  winds-. 'out' clear.  Balance  of  v/eek  characterized  by  warm  wea-ther-.^ 

No  -fros.t^  repo-rted  to  date.  No  .movement  of  livostock. 

ThPhTT.ANT)!  No  precipitation.  Weather  considerably  warmer  than  preceding  week, 
- - -  although  nights  quite  cool.  Thres'hing  of  spring  wheat  well  under'  way. 

WIBAIJX:  No  precipitation.  Growing  conditions  good  for  corn.  Some  winter  wheat 
•  .  bc.ing  seeded.  Moisture  conditions  good  in  south  half  of' county  and 
■extreme;  no.rthern  part,  fair  in  other  parts  of  county.  Condition  of  range'  goodj- 
p.estocking  is.  a.  problem.  Livestock  in  very  good  condition,  but  very  few  will  be 

narketed.  r  Seiveral.  bands  of  sheep  have  come  in  to'  feed  on  gras'shopper  damaged  '' 

v/heat  fields  and  a  re  doing  well  .  ,. 

YELLGWST.ONE:  Trace,  of  precipitation.  W^arm  days,  cool  nights,  no  frost  reported. 

.  .  Ree.t  harvest  start's  September  26th.  Beets  in  good  shape,  an'd  'beans 

practically  all  harvested.  Considerable  winter  wheat . seeded.  Ccnsideralbe  fall 
plov/ing  has  been  done.  Livestock  in  goodcondition.  Feed '  supplies  best  in' years. 


S#  *;  'V.  ‘^c  V.  ’‘n  Vr.  ^  4: 

Jay  G.  Diamond,  Sr.  Agr.  Statistician. 
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T  OF  WEATilER  AKID  CROP  COKPDiTIOI-IS  m  MONl'ANx\ 

Fcr  tke  Week  Ending  Tuesday,  September  27, 1938. 


/sstrsa' pinfly  5y  ike  Bureau  Ct  ^.gricuHura}  Economics  and  ihe  WcaHher  Burcaum 
CiiioQs;  f  ca’sra/  C/fiCQ  Dujldwg,  Uoiona,  Lteniana, 
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Dr;/  ai'id  'Oil's  ea  so  nab]  y  warm  weather  tirevaired'during-the  week  endiny  Tuesday, 
September  27th.  pay  tem'oeratures  during  the  first  half  of  the  week  exceeded  9®° 
at  most  of  the  reporting  stations,  and  were  generally  the  highest  on  record  to 
occur  so  late  in  the  season.  Highest  readings  for  the  week  of  97°  were  recorded  at 
Glendive  and  Poplar  on  the  22nd.  Night  temperatures  were  again  sufficiently  high 
for  warding  off  damaging  frosts  and  urolonging  the  growing  season  v/ell  beyond  the 
usual  time  of  killing  frosts.  The  average  date  of  the  first  killing  frosts  in 
Montana  ranges  between  Seutemiber  12th  and  20th.  No  rain  of  any  consequence  fell 
during  tiie  week,  nor  ha.s  fallen  in  the  State  since  the  10th  of  the  month. 

The  "Drolonged  growing  season  has  been  favorable  to  continued  development  of 
co'on,  sugar  beets,  and  vegetable  gardens.  Harvesting  of  all  grain  crops  is  com¬ 
pleted  except  for  some  late  wheat  in  Glacier  and  Tosle  Co'onties.  Eenorted  wheat 
yields  in  the  late  nroducing  areas  continue  up  to  expectations.  Third  cutting  of 
good  quality  alfalfa  hay  is  comrleted.  Some  increase  in  alfalfa  seed -and  red 
clover  seed  acreages  is  renorted  from  the  northwest  area,  yields  of  legume  and 
grass  seeds  are  generally  good,  and  yields  of  mustard  seed  are  above  average. - 
Threshing  of  beans  in  the  Yellowstone  Valley  v/as  nearly  completed  by  the  end  of  the 
week.  Digging  of  sugar  beets  is  underway  in  phillius  and  Valley  Counties  and  digg¬ 
ing  in  all  important  beet  areas  v/ill  begin  the  last  v/eek  in  September.  The  longer 
growing  season  was  especially  favorable  to  the  beet  crop,  which  v/as  renorted  as 
gaining  slightly  in  tonnage,  pota.to  yields  in  some  non-commercial  areas  are  some- 
v'hat  disappointing.  In  coHiraerc ial  areas  potato  digging  has  been  hamoered  by  vines 
not  being  frosted  down.  The  warmi  weather  has  prom.oted  normal  development  of  the 
above  avera,ge  corn  crop,  much  of  which  is  being  snap-ned  and  cut  for  fodder.  Seed¬ 
ing  of  winter  wheat  was  underway  in  all  areas.  Dry' soil  conditions  in  the  north¬ 

west  area  have  curtailed  seedings,  but  in  other  sections  moisture  conditions  are 
'‘air  to  good.  Early  seeded  fall  wheat  is  making  a  good  start  but  some  grasshopper 
damage  to  edges  of  fields  is  reported.  Seeding  of  all  rjie  and  crested  wheatgrass 
IS  also  underway. 

The  cattle  market  movement  has  reached  the  weak  in  southeastern  areas  but 
in  other  areas  movement  has  been  delayed  due  to  the  prevailing  good  feed  conditions. 
Dange  lambs  m'Tved.  to  date  have  been  reported  above  normal  in  weight,  but  movement 
ha.s  a.lso  been  slow.  A.mple  livestock  feeds  of  hay  and  grain  exist  in  all  parts  of 
the  State.  Sleeping  sickness  in  horses  has  been  less  serious  during  the  past  week. 

This  is  the  26th  issue  of  th^  193^  series  '^f  "Wea.ther  and  Crop  Conditions 
Eeports".  As  the  growing  season  is  practically  over,  this  will  be  the  final  re¬ 
port  for  this  year,  publication  of  these  reports  will  again  be  res^umed  early  in 

April  of  1939* 


TEi-iPEaATUBE  AND  PRECIPITATION  DATA,  YfSEK  ENDING  SEPT.  27,  I93S 


Sunshine 

Total 

precipitation 

Temperature 

$  of 

This 

From  April 

1st  For  Corresponding 

Station 

Highest 

Lowest 

Pc  ssi ble 

ViT  e  e  k 

To  Date 

Period  in  1937 

Billings 

91 

47 

* 

c.oo 

13.52 

S.S6 

Bozeman 

85 

4o 

5k 

T 

11. l4 

11.80 

Conrad 

5k 

* 

C.OO 

10 . 21 

9.25 

Cut  Bank 

87 

37 

T 

11.30 

8.48 

Fort  Peck 

91 

46 

0.00 

q.2S 

5.19 

Glendive 

97 

42 

5k 

T 

S.S5 

7.20 

Great  Falls 

51 

46 

+ 

T 

11.90 

6.50 

Havre 

92 

4g 

96 

0.02 

11.51 

8.50 

HELENA 

85 

46 

91 

0.01 

11.49 

7.29  ■ 

Kal  ispell 

s4 

44 

94 

T 

5.94 

6 . 36 

Lewistown 

92 

34 

5k 

0.00 

12.80 

8. 29 

Malta 

91 

42 

5k 

0.00 

12.23 

8.13 

Miles  City 

94 

4g 

94 

0.00 

8.01 

7.43 

Miss  oul a 

92 

42 

94 

0.00 

8.31 

4.31 

Poplar 

97 

4l  • 

>k 

0  ,00 

11.43 

6.07 

Stanford 

sk 

5k 

0.00 

i4.o4 

8.70 

AVERAGE 

— 

— 

-- 

T 

io»75 

7.66 

*No  Data. 


V/.  E*  Maughan,  Weather  Bureau. 

Jay  G.  Diamond,  Bur.  of  Agr.  Economics. 
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T»iP  following  summaries  of  crop  conditions  for  the  week  ending  September  2U,  193^ 
are  furnished  througn  the  courtesy  of  pdrector  J.  C-  Taylor,  Montana  State 
Extension  Service. 

BEA.VEEHEAD:  No  precipitation,  v/eather  warmer.  Harvesting  alfalfa,  grains  and  peas 

continuing.  Potato  digging  hampered  by  vines  not  being  frosted  dovm. 
Lamb  deliveries  being  made,  a  few  sales  reported  the  past  week.  Lamb  weights  re¬ 
ported  the  Past  week  slightly  heavier.  Some  cattle  sales  reported.  '  A.11  livestock 
in  good  condition.  Sleeping  sickness  in  horses  on  decline. 

BIG  HOEN :  No  precipitation,  weather  warm  and  dry.  Temperature  above  normal  for 
this  season.  No  killing  frost.  Late  crops  ripening  in  splendid  shape. 
Beets  making  good  progress.  Corn  maturing,  with  good  yield  reported.  Beans  and 
other  crops  harvested,  potato  crop  sliort  due  to  curley  top.  Yif inter  wheat  seeding 
going  on.  Eange  in  good  condition.  Grass  ripening;  cattle  putting  on  more  fat. 
Labor  amolc. 

CA.BB0N:  Temperature  in  Belfry  area  ranged  from  4g°  to  S6°,  no  rain,  leather  very 

v/arm.  Wheat  threshing  completed.  Beans  practically  threshed  with  excep¬ 
tion  of  few  late  pa.tches.  y/inter  wheab  seeding  90fo  completed  on  dry  land..  Early 
seeding  up  in  good  shape.  Fall  plo’wing  beginning.  Sug^r  br  et  harvest  will  begin 
pyth  of  September,  with  some  sections  at  a  later  date  on  account  of  curly  top  in- 
feecation  and  it  is  expected  that  ■by  allowing  these  fields  to  remain  a  week  or  so 
I'Onger,  it  vt^ill  add  tonnage  to  their  yield.  Livestock  conditions  very  good. 

Od.SCA.DE:  Seasonably  warm  weather,  ideal  ripening  and  harvesting  conditions.  No 

killing  frost.  V/heat  about  harvested,  that  remaining  being  on  small 

farms  where  binding  is  practiced.  Potato  crop  appears  to  oe  about  a  73^  fail^ure. 
Suga.r  beet  harvest  will  start  first  of  next  v.^eek.  Livestock  in  excellent  condi¬ 
tion,  surplus  of  feed.  •' 

CHOUTEAU:  Ten-rperature  reached  97°  on  Monday,  hignest  for  193S.  Above  normal  en¬ 

tire  week.  Winter  whe.at  malcing  rapid  growth  in  most  ai’eas,  some  however 
are  lacking  moisture  to  start  seed.  Seeding  of  winter  wheat  has  increased  over 
colunty  due  to  favorable  weather  conditions.  Sur^plies  of  roughage  and  feed  grains 
ample  for  all  livestock.  Storage  of  feed  to  prevent  loss  from  rodents,  expeciall.y 
laice,  is  serious  problem  insome  areas.  More  fe'^der  stock,  than  a  yea,r  ago,  will  be 
fattened  before  marketing.  Gr-asshoppers  damaging  winter  wheat  along  edges  of 
fields  and  poisoning  prograum  under  way.  Sap  bui^s  seem  to  be  especially  thick  this 
year  in  some  areas. 

CUSTER  -  POWDEB  RIVER:  Fair  and  unusually  warm  for  this  season.  Little  variation 

in  temperatures.  Stacking  of  third  crop  alfalfa,  to  be 
finished,  this  week.  Corn  and.  other  late  forage  crops -being  cut  before-  frost, 
pugar  beets  ■  cent  inuing  good  grovlh,  witb  plenty  of  water  for  final  irrigation. 

Potato  yields  short  witn  many  small  sices  due  to  purpile  top  d.amage.  Shipment  of 
stock  to  market  continues,  peak  of  cattle  run,  ovrr.  Lamb  deliveries  to  reach 
peak  within  next  two  v/eeks.  All  range  stock  in  excellent  condition. 

DANK-LS:  No  precipitation.  Weather  unusually  v'arm  for  season.  Light  frosts  re¬ 

ported  in  some  Iccalities.  Some  seeding  of ' winter  wheat ,  fall  rye,  and 
crest ed' whea.tgra.ss  under  way.  Threshing  of  gradns  not  harvested,  v/ith  combine  prac¬ 
tically  finished.  Plarvesting  of  l-ate  feed  crops  including  corn  also  nearly  com¬ 
pleted.  Fall  h.atching  of  grasshoppers  reported  in  some  areas  of  county.  Some  de¬ 
mand  for  Stockers  due  to  abundant  feed  supply.  No  outsid.e  marketing  of  stock  ex¬ 
pected. 

DA'.VSCU :  Frosts  cut  dovm  most  tender  vegetables  early  in  week  over  most  of  county, 

missed  odd  sections.  Unseasonably  warm  days.  Hopper  dama.ged  stubble 
showing  green  from  volunteer  growth,  and  weeds.  Harvesting  pra.ctically  complctedf 
v^ith  ccnsiderable  camounts  of  corn  being  snapped.  Wild  hay  still  going  into  stack, 
total  quantity  in  area,  this  year  large.  Crested  wheatwra.ss  seed  being  cleaned. 

Seme  hatching  of  hoppers  during  wa.rm  weather.  Effect  apparently  negligible. 

FA  UPON  -  CARTER:  No  precipitation.  Days  very  warm,  cod  nights.  No  general,  frost, 

as  yet.  Farmers  busy  putting  in  winter  'wheat.  Threshing,  de- 
la, yed  by  rains,  is  being  completed.  Livestock  in  very  good  condition. 
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Coontj  Summaries  of  Crop  Conditions  for  the  -ffeek  ending  September  gU,  1938  -  page  2. 

FZRGUS :  Wheat  harvest  practically  coErolete  in  all  p-^rts.  Seeding  of  winter  wheat, 

well  under  wa.y  with  many  farmers  finishing  during  week.  Interest  high  on 
crop  leans.  Still  hopes  for  ad.justments-  on  basis  of  high  protein  wheat.  :A.s  a  re¬ 
sult,  louch  v/heat  stored  on  farms  and  in  elevators.  Very  little  sold,  except  for 
immediate  casn  needs.  Some  stock  being'shipped  acid  some  going  to  Great  Falls  and 
Billings  for  sale.  Only  small  fraction  shipped  compared  with  recent  years.  A.11  ■, 
classes  in  good  condition.  ’.Vater  and' feed  abund-ant.  ■ 

FLA-TriFA-L :  Weather  unusually  warm  for  season,  moisture  reserve  very  low.  Farmers 

Holding  back  on  seeding  wint<^  r  wheat  •  tnrougn  Lower  Valley  a.nd  Creston, 
with  exception  of  a  f’-'w  who  seeded  v, 'inter  wneat  about  two  .weeks  ago  following 
general  re.in  throughout  county.  This  wh'^-at  coming  un  in  good-  shape,  but  more  rain 
is  needed,  potato  crop  will  be  vorv  short.  Crested  wheatgrass  .^bout  aver.age, 
while  yield  per  •acre'-  on  alfalfa  has  been  very  low.  A.crepge  of  aJfalfa.  left  for 
seed  has  been  increased  very  materially.  Good  supply  of  sweet  clover  seed  in 
valley.  Condition  of  livestock  gcod,  but  ranchers  report  few  sales.  Labor  adequate, 

GALLA.TIK:  .Continued  warm,  partl.y  cloudy  latter  part  of  week-  Grain  harvest  con- 
tinu''-s.  Small  amounts  of  water  turned  insorae  di'tches,  this  being  used 
on  alfalfa  and  Pastures  v/here  av.ailablr  .  ■  Seeding  of  winter  wheat  continues. 

G  /IFF  I  EL  L  -  P  FT  5  0  LFUMi  Fo  nr?  c  ip  it  at  ion .  Warm  days,  cool  nights.  Harvesting  of 

small  grains  almost  comolete.  Recent  moisture  has  increased 
'..'inter  w'heat  seedings  and  makes  them  a^'penr  favorable.  Livestock  condit  ions .  con- 
tin'ue  very  good.  Fa.ll  range  and  pasture  conditions  improved. by  recent  precipita¬ 
tion.  Some  demand -.for  hogs  reported.  .  ■.  • 

GLA.C IFR;  Slight  sliov'er  last  of  v.'eek,  delaying  harvesting.  '  Generally  warm  all  week 
with  cooler  weather  last  of  week.  Most  of  winter  wheat  seeded,  and  early 
seedings  showing  up.  ^Harvesting  contin'ues,  possibly  65'^  completed.  Haying  finished. 
Survey  of  ho'pper  eggs  shows  heav.y  infes'tation  in  few  local  spots.  Large  numbers  of 
black  field,  crickets  showing  up.  Livestock  in  first-class  condition. 

H ILL :  Fo  precipitation.  Ideal  weather  for  harvesting  and  threshing  operations.  95^ 
of  gratin  n  rve'sted  and  threshed.  Fo  killing  frosts  to-  date.  Ranges  in  ex¬ 
cellent  condition.  Very  little  damage  experienced  from  crickets  past  season,  and 
egg  survey  sho'ws  very  light  infestation  for  coming  year.  Grasshopper  damage  was 
'.ight  but  migration  into  ccunty  latter  p.art  of  season  has  shown  rather  heaw  egg 
’.nf '"station  in  east  one-third  of  co'onty.  Livestock  in  good  condition.  Cattle  in 
.  ry  good  sh.ape.  35  cars  of  cattle  shipped,  and  no  sheep  have,  moved  at  present 
'■"‘me.  Labcr  balanced.,, 

'h'LITH  BAS  IF:  Fo  precipitation.  Tei-operature  moderate.  Growing  conditions  ex- 
"celient.  Soil  moisture  fair  in  f-'dlcv;  and  'poor  in  stubble.  Fall 
wheat  sC'-ding ci)Out  done.  Grasshoppers  doing  d.amage  to  fall  wheat.  Livestock 

.i.n  excellent  condition.  Shipment  to  m-'-rket  last  Tuesday.  -Feed  conditions  excellent. 
Labor  balanced.  ■  '  • 

L A.K3 ;  Clear  sunshiny-  days ,  normal  temperature.  Fo  precipitation.  Third  crop 

alfalfa  going  into  stack.  Yields  of  red  clover  and  alfalfa  seed  hi.gher  than 
normal  vdth  reported  yields  of  red  clover  seed  "reater  than  60O  lbs.  per  acre. 
Harvesting  of  beets  vdll  start  Sept.  26th  in  some  communities.  Grasshopper  and 
cricket  egg  s'urvey  indicates  heavy  infestations  in' 1939’  -Ganges  and  pastures  in 
gcod  condition  considering  s'^ason  of  year.  Livestock  in  good  condition.  Surplus 
of  labor. 

iv'IAL  I S  OF  -  JEFFERS  OF :  Warm  and  dry  throughout  week,  very  little  wind.  Fo  precipita¬ 
tion.  Harvesting  progressed  rapidly  during  w  eek .  practically 
all  peas  threshed  in  Ruby  Valley  with. -grain  run  Just  gettin.g  viell  under  way  and  very 
gc.cd  yields  being  reported.  Other  areas  are  Farther  along.  Potato  harvest  con — 
tinued  on  increased  scale  with  many  yields  vopy  low  and  of  poor  quality.  A.  few 
calves  contracted  at  7  cents.  Very  few.  lambs  being  scl.d.  4vera,ge  weight  of  lambs 
in  many  cases  v.'ill  be  highest  in  years. 

MEA-GHER :  Fc  prec ip itabion.  No  killing  frosts.  Growing  season  at  end.  Gardens 
and  late  grains  benefitting  from  lack  of  frost.  .  Thre.shing  approaching 
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completion.  Good  to  excellent  yields  reported  in  all  grain  crops.  Haying  completed. 
Plies  still  bothering  livestock,  otherwise  .insect  season  at  a  close.  Mai'ket  move¬ 
ment  of  livestock  at  sea,sonal  peak.  Little  local  buying.  No  seasoned  excess  of 
labor  above  demand. 

MISSOULA.:  Dry,  no  precipitation.  Above  normal,  temperatures.  Threshing  .about  com¬ 

pleted,  in  all . communities .  Some  hay  still  being  put  un.  Winter  wheat 
seeding  begun  although,  it  is  quite  dry.  Siigar  beet  harvest  to  start  soon  with  high 
yields  anticipated.  Hangos  in  good  condition.  Some  extra  ra.nge  available.  Some 
demand  for  feeder  steers.  Labor  balanced. 

MUSGpLShELL  -  GOLDEN  VALLEY :  No  precipitation.  Temperature  almost  as  high  as  at 

any  time  during  summer.  Moisture  needed  for  winter 
wheat.  Winter  wheat  seeding  quite  well  under  way.  Corn  rinening  and  curing  very 
well.  Threshing  completed  except  in  scattered  locel  areas.  Livestock  in  very 
■good  condition. 

P APK :  Warm  weather  for  this  time  of  year.  Excellent  harvesting  conditions.  Some 
late  grain  and  garden  crons  dar;ia.ged  by  earlier  frosts.  •  Forty  bushel  wheat 
and  other  'grains  of  comp.arable  yields  renorted  all  over  county.  Gr.asshopn<^rs 
damaging  winter'  wheat  seedings.  'Very  large  supnly  of  hay  ,and  other  fe-^d  in  county. 
Tjivestock  shi-pped  to  market,  have  received  good  prices  due  to  good  weight  and 
quality  as  result  of  abundance  of  feed.  Harvesting  employing  all  available 
laborers,  but  no  shcrt.age  of  men. 

PH  ILL  I  PS  :  No'  pr  ec  initat  ion.  Temperature  unseasonably  high.  No  killing  fros-t  re¬ 
ported.  Growing  conditions  for  ■'.vinter  wheat  and  fall  seeded  grasses 
very  favorable.  Sugar  beet  digging  under  way.  .PeDorts  so  far  indicate  a  yield 
of  around  12  tons  per  acre.  Recent  gresshopner  egg  survey  shows  that  egg  laying 
was  not  general.  Eastern  and  southeastern  D-^^rt  of  county  show  enough  infestation 
to  cause  trouble  next  spring.  Range  and  livestock  condition  good.  ■  La.bor  balanced. 

PONDERA:  Hot  and  dry  except  for  two  light  shov/ers.  No  frost  excent  occasional 

touches  in  garden  patches.  All  combining  completed' to  auproximat ely  95'^ 
completion.  Shock  threshing  under  way  and  a-oproximately  ^Gfo  completed.  Sugar  beet 
harvest  will  commence  Sept.  26,  beet  workers  being  distributed  end  of  this  week. 
Ranges  reseeding  at  hign  rate,  especi.ally  western  wheatgrass,  gramma,  tall  sedges, 
and  blue  joint.  Crested  wheatgrass  averaging  40C  lbs.  clean  seed  per  acre.  Seed 
sii-pplies  of  this  cron  nigh,  witii  so  e  ^sti.vite  of  30;000  lbs.  av'^il'-^bl^  for.  sale. 
',a,'et  wor'gers  and  otner  laoor  well  supnlied. 

'PRAIRIE :  No  precipitation.  Hot  days  cool  nights.  No  frost  as  yet.  Crops  just 

about  out  of  ’vay  for  1938  v/itb  exception  of  few  late  fields  of  corn. 

R/ain  crops  were  di sapuointing  in  yield  due  to  effects  of  grasshopners  and  rust. 

Reed  crops  abundant  and  large  amounts  of  bluejoint  hay  stacked.  Livestock  in  good 
condition,  movement  of  lambs  exnected  to  start  next  week.  Sleeping  sickness  in 
norses  abating,  but  vvas  severe  during  fly  season,  killing  aDout  50  horses  in  county, 

ROOSEVELT :  No  precipitation.  Frost  in  few  localities  on  19th,  killing  gardens 
and  c'orn.  Lays  unseasonably  w^arm.  Harvest  of  cane  and  cron  mostly 
completed.  SomiC  35  'to  4o  bushel  yields  of  corn  reported  from  e.-uly  fields  not 
seriously  daraa,ged  by  hoppers,  but  most  corn  'harvested  for  fodder.  Some  winter  rye 
seeded  and  a  considerably  larger  tii-an  normal  acreage  of  winter  v/heat  'ocing  seeded. 
Livestock  continues  in  g^od  condition  with  abundance  of  feed.  Demand  for  cattle 
and  some  sheep  for  restocking  general  xeith  supply  scarce. 

ROSEBUD:  V/eather  unseasonably  hot  throwrhout  week.  Very  favorable  for  develop¬ 
ment  of  sug.ar  beets  and  late  crorn  and  alfalfa  seed.  No  killing  frosts 
reported  to  date.  Large  P'Tcentage  of  ivint  er  wheat  comdng  up  to  good  stand. 
Additional  moisture  will  be  needed  scon.  Some  alfalfa  still  being  cut  for  seed. 
Reports  indicate  only  f air  to  poor  yields  being  obtained.  Sugar  beet  harvest  to 
start  26th.  Several  shipments  of  cattle  during  week.  Scmie  new  activity  in  lamb 
contracts  at  slightly  lower  figures  t'nan  earlier  deals. 

SANDERS ;  Nc  precipitation.  Average  naxir:.u;:i  temperature  93°  *  average  minimum  47°. 

Sugar  beets  in  east  end  of  co‘anty  about  ready  to  harvest.  Grasshoppers 
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have  done  some  damage  t-  late  alfalfa.  Livestock  in  good  condition.  Ranges  getting 
very  dry. 

SFSRIDi'':  Tfeather  continues  ahnormally  warm.  Ro  precipitation.  Most  harA^’esting 

^  and  threshing comoletpd.  Yields  disappointing  in  most  instances.  Grain 
wnich  v/a.s  cut  off  by  grasshoppers  is  now  growing.  Rainfall  would  be  of  value  to 
most  part?  of  county.  S orplus  of  feed  ava,ilable  for  liA^esuCC-o.  Some  demand  for 
breeding  and  feeding  stock.  Surplus  of  labor  still  in  existence,. 

57prpLGR^3S:  Weather  warm  and  very  dry.  No  precipitation.  Pastares  and  ranges  dry. 

Grasses  breaking  which  reduced  winter  feed.  Thresning  of  grain  and 
second  cutting  alfalfa  will  all  be  completed  in  next  week.  Very  little  fall  seed¬ 
ing  on  sunmer  fallow  has  started.  Ro  fall  Plowing  on  irrigated  land.  Livestock 
in  ej;cellont  sha.pe.  Contr;-.cted  range  lambs  delivered  at  79  ^3  no^onds  per  head. 

TE'TOh  !  About  one  week  cfcombining  will  comiplete  western  part  of  county.  Thresh— 

ing  just  getting  under  way  in  irrigated  sections.  Yields  are  up  to  expecta¬ 
tions  in  most  cases,  nonning  from  25  to  4c ,  all  of  it  being  heavy  wheat..  Winter 
wheat  seedings  under  way  with  larger  than  normal  seeding  this  fall.  Early  winter 
wheat  up  in  fine  shape.  Grasshoppers  causing  slignt  amount  of  damage  arc'ond'  edges. 

TOOhE:  Excellent  ha.rvesting  v.'ea.ther  .throughout  co’jnty'.  practically  all  crops  har¬ 
vested.  YiTneat  yields  averaged  around  25  bushels  for  the  county.  Mustard 
yields  were  extremely  high  this  year,  seme  going  ’as  high  as  I5OO  lbs.'  per-  acre. 
Average  crop  will  be  9‘00  to  1000  lbs.  There  is  more  barley  and -oats  than  has  been 
in  ti^e  county  for  many  years,  and  feed  and  seed  supplies  a,re  plentiful-.  Ro  market 
movement  to  market  at  present  time,  of  lii’^estock.  Ideal  weather  and  plenty . of  .feed 
and  water,  operators  are  no  doubt  holding  ba,ck  some.  Peak:  for  farm  labor  is-  over 
for  tne  year. 

VALLEY:  Ro  precipitation.  Frost  reported  in  northern  portion  of  county  in 

Richland^Glent -ana  areas.  Sugar  be^t  harvest  just  starting.  Hoppers 
practically  -all  gone.  Egg  survey  just  completed  showing  very  heavy,  infestation, 
particul-arly  on  stubble  and  idle  ground. 

V/nEA-TLMv'D:  Weather  hot  and  dry  -all  week,  with  a  light  local  shower  last  of  week. 

Rights  verA?-  cool,  but  no  frost  reported.  Harvesting  of  spring  wheat 
still  in  full  swing. 

WIE-4UX:  Ro  precipitation.  Growing  conditions  goodfor  corn.  Grain  threshing  com¬ 
pleted.  Last  grain  threshed  very  poor  quality  due  to  sprouting  in  shocks 
as  .a  result  of  heavy  r.ains.  Two  cars  of  feeder  cattle  sold  this  week  to  .feeder 
buyers.  Cattle  and  sheep  doing  very  A^ell.  Considerable  increase  in  winter  wheat 
and  fall  rye  seedings.  Moisture  conditions  good,  and  some  fall  plowin.g  is  being 
done. 

TELL 0V»^S TORE:  Ro  precipitation.  ,  Vferm  days,  cool  nights,  no  frost  reported.  Beet 
carapaign  starts  the  2bth.  Beets  in  good  shape.  Small  amo^unt  of 
curly  top  in  A'^estern  end  of  county.  Most  of  bean  hcarvesting  done.  Most  third 
cutting  hay  up.  Dryland  areas  seeding  winter  v/heat.  some  areas  seeded  early  up 
in  good  sh<ape.  Livestock  in  good  condition.  Plenty  of  cheap  feed  and  feed 
supplies.  Some  stock  going  into  feed  lots.  ■■  '■ 


C 0000 OOCOCOO CC 000 0000 

Jay  G.  Dia.mond,  Sr.  A.gr.  statist iciau. 

Helena,  Montana,  T-  J.  Kuzelka,  Jr.  4gr.  Statistician. 

September  27,  19 3S* 


